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Lecrurne XII, 


Resuminc the subject of the preceding 
morning, Gentlemen, you may proceed to 
ask what is to be done in those cases of re- 
troversion of the uterus, now and then to 
be met with, in which a reduction of the re- 
troverted position is attempted, indeed, but 
cannot be accomplished ? Why, your treat- 
ment here must vary, according to the 
effects of the pressure. If the urine can be 
drawn off by the catheter, or passed by 
the ordinary efforts, and if the uterus 
does not compress the rectum with that 
degree of force which may prevent the 

i e of-its contents, it is unnecessary 
that you should interfere, (a meddlesome 
midwifery is bad,) but you should rather 
trust to the natural powers. As the womb 
enlarges, it may rise out of the pelvis more 
or less completely, and thus, “ after day, 
the pression may b ighter and 
lighter, until, at last, it is removed alto- 
gether. It does not follow, therefore, be- 
cause a womb remains retroverted, that the 
woman must necessarily die; and, conse- 
quently, in attempting reduction, you ought 
to be careful not to use the higher degrees of 
force, as the case is not sufficiently desperate 
to justify it. But it may now and then 
happen, where the womb remains retro- 
verted, that under the pressure which it 
makes on the contiguous parts, neither the 
rectum can be cleared of their contents, nor 
the bladder, as in Dr. Cheston’s case, 
noticed in a former lecture. Now, if the 
obstruction of the bladder is complete, and 
the accumulation of urine large, it is pe- 
remptorily necessary that something should 
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be done, otherwise rupture of the bladder, 
and death, may be expected. In such cases 
it has been proposed that we should tap the 
bladder ; and, now and then, this practice 
would seem to be proper enough, and may, 
perhaps, be the only effectual mode of 
proceeding in some cases. It has been 
proposed further, if the reduction of the 
womb is prevented solely by a deficiency of 
room, that we should divide and open the 
symphysis pubis. Cruickshank, I think, 
recommended a measure of this kind. I 
am not aware that it was ever done in 
cases of this kind; but if the case were 
well chosen, I can conceive it might be 
of use to the patient; at all events, it 
would render the introduction of the ca- 
theter more easy, and the room in the 
pelvis somewhat more capacious. Alarm- 
ing as the operation is, it is far from 
being a fatal operation; nevertheless, as I 
have never myself seen this operation per- 
formed, and, indeed, know of no case of re- 
troversion in which it has been attempted, I 
do not venture to recommend it. In a case 
of retroversion, where the catheter could 
not be introduced, nor the rectum emptied, 
I should myself feel inclined to consider 
the proce of tapping of the uterus, 
which might, perhaps, found, on the 
whole, to be as Feeirable an operation as the 
tapping of the bladder, or the dividing of the 
symphysis pubis. I should not take a great 
trocar and canula, as if I were going to tap in 
a case of ascites, wounding a great many ves- 
sels, and perhaps occasioning death ; but I 
should prefer an instrument of a very small 
size, by which 1 could perform a sort of 
acupuncturation, which I am told bas been 
tried upon the hearts of animals, with- 
out necessarily endangering life. Perhaps 
an instrument, contrived on the princi 

suggested, might be introduced into the 
uterus without much danger; and then, if a 
contrivance were fixed upon the other end 
of it, so as to bring away the fluid by a sort 
of suction, it may be that a good deal of the 
liquor amuii might be drawn off ; and if the 
uterus was evacuated of the liquor amaii, 
there would immediately be a considerable 
reduction of its bulk, ms perhaps, at length, 
an expulsion of the ovam ; the womb might 
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he tapped either from the vagina, or the rec- | womb is about as large as the head ofa full- 
tum; vaginal tapping would, I conceive,| grown fetus, and where the bladder has 
be preferable. But 1 want experience here.| been suffered to become overloaded, after 
In retroversion of the uterus, it would | laborious labour, for example, it is liable to 
not, perhaps, be impossible to introduce | become retroverted. The case being ascer- 
some small, yet strong instrument, info the | tained, intfoducing the ‘catheter, you may 
cavity of the uterus, along the mouth aud | draw off the urine, and as the womb is be- 
neck, so as to break up the structure of coming less and less every day afier deli- 
the ovum, and, in that way, to give rise to; very, and making a continually decreasing 
its expulsion. It is very easy to conceive, | pressure, of course it is not necessary that 
that if the os uteri could be felt, and ifan|any thing should be done as long es no 
instrument could be carried into it, with | symp'oms press. If, indeed, aftér emptying 
which the ovum could be broken to pieces, the bladder, you can replace the womb with 
an expulsion of the ovum might ensue. All | little effort, this ought to be done; but then, 
these expedients are, more or less, hazard- | if your attempts to reduce the uterus fail, 
ous; they are to be had recourse to only | content yourselves with emptying the blad- 
in those cases where there is no other hope ; | der when needful, watching the symptoms 
the woman's bladder being in danger of In- | witb vigilance. 
eeration, and this it is which justifies us, in Replacement might, perhaps, be obtain- 
making attempts not without risk. led, as in the ordinary retroversion, by placs 
But besides retroversion of the uterus, | ing the patient on the knees and elbows, as 
which I have here been considering at large, | formerly recommended, but the iety 
and which is the result of pregnancy, it| of this practice during the first few days 
now and then occurs either independently | after delivery may admit of a doubt. 
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of gestation, or with circumstances very 
different from those which we have de- 
scribed. In the earlier months it may 
happen, that the womb becomes retroverted, 
and so it may continue throughout preg- 
5 ;.80 that in the end of gestation, 


when delivery commences, the retrover- 
sion may continue still. Well then, what 


is to be done in these cases? Why, 4 re- 
troversion of this sort is recorded by Dr. 
Merriman, a very solid and prudent prac- 
titioner, and the result of it is to prove, 
that the less the accoucheur interferes, the 
better. When first we examine internally 
in these cases, we find no os uteri what- 
ever, for it lies above, out of reach, and the 
first impression made on the mind is, that 
the Cwsarian operation must be had recourse 
to; bat if the practitioner suffer the wo- 
man to take her pains, the 08 uteri becomes 

wally more and more expanded, and, as 
it enlarges, the inferior limbus approaches 
nearer and nearer to the brim of the elvis 
in front, till at length a segment of it can 
be felt in the region of the symphysis pubis; 
this segment descending and enlarging more 


Further. When the womb is enlarged from 
scirrhus, polypus, mole,or hydatids, and by 
the two former, more especially, it may ac- 
quire the size of the festal head, and become 
retroverted ; and thus you may have a retro- 
version of the womb, independently of preg- 
nancy occurring, in uamarried women. In 
this case, however, owing to the slow growth 
of the uterus, except iu ceses of hydatids, 
the symptoms of pressure may supervene 
in a very gradual manner, there being much 
irritation about the bladder and rectum, 
joined with obstruction of the utetlira, more 
or less complete, and this perhaps for weeks 
or months together, before the natare of the 
disease is ascertained. In these cases it 
will, of coutse, be your main object to re- 
place the uterus if this can be effected ; and 
to accomplish this you must proceed in the 
same manner as if you were attempting to 
replace the retroverted womb when preg- 
naut. Of course the replacement of the 
womb leaves the original disease of the 
uterus where it found it. 

Again. In different women the womb va- 
ries thuch in its virgin bulk, for in some it is 








and more, til! at length the child's head, | three times as large 4s in others, varying in 
not without much difficulty and pain how- | magnitude much in the same manner as the 
ever, descends till it comes within reach, | most prominent feature of the face. Now, if 
and the child fs born, probably, if not in| itso happen that the womb is very small, and 
all cases, dead, the mother escaping, though | that retroversion has taken place without 
not without difficulty ; from all which it ap- | impregnation, the pressure which it occa- 
pears, that in a retroversion of the uterus, | sions may be 80 in@nsiderable, that the na- 
either in the earlier or latter months, it | ture of the accident remaias unsuspected ; 
does not necessarily follow, that you ought | but when the womb, though unimprégnated, 
to distrust the natural efforts. | chances to be of large size, aud when, more 

Again. 1 have sometimes found a retro- | especially, the pelvis is small or contracted, 
version of the uterus occurring after de- | considerable pressure may be produced, and 
livery, and, on the whole, that accident, | we are first led to investigate its nature in 
though not perhaps very frequent, may, | consequence of the irritation and obstruc- 
however, easily occur, for after delivery the tion of the bowel and the bladder, when it 
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is soon recognised by the characteristics be- 
fore given. The treatment of this case 
must proceed on the seme principles as that 
of retroversion, associated with gestation. 

Lastly, the uterus, when in healthy posi- 
tion, is placed obliquely, as stated in a for- 
mer lecture, with its fundus forwards, and its 
mouth posteriorly, the fundus lying a little, 
and but a little, above the level of the brim, 
and the mouth and neck a little below it; 
this I have observed in the living women « 
hundred times. Now, it is said that ante- 
version, that is, a supposed change of posi- 
tion, in which the fundus comes rd and 
the mouth recedes, may take place; bur, 
the truth is, that the womb is almost always 
ante-verted,—frequently the fundus is push- 
ed down below the symphysis pubis. How 
often, in making examinations, have J per- 
ceived it in this position, between my fin- 
gers; so that these ante-versions of the ute- 
rus can scarcely be looked upon as extraordi- 
nary and morbid. I might say, with truth, 
that they are perfectly healthy ; and notwith- 
standing some one or two cases which have 
been put upon record, I look on this as a 
variety of disease on which it is unnecessary 
to dwell, 


Prognosis. —With respect to the progno- 
sis of retroversion, I have to remark, that 
where the womb is replaced, the patient in 
the general does well enough, provided you 
proceed on the principles prescribed ; yet 
it is not impossible that miscarriage may 
take place after a reduction ; in two or three 
instances I have known this. Inflammation 
of the bladder of the acuter kind may occur, 
and you may have a chronic disease of this 
organ. Where there is a good deal of in- 
flammation, your patient may die of exhaus- 
tion; and you may find that some officious 
hand has thrust a catheter through the back 
of the bledder into the peritoneum, and that 
the escape of the urine into the peritoneal 
sac has destroyed the patient. The biad- 
der, in some rare cases, may be burst open, 
as in the preparation before you ; or, as in 
one case which { saw myself, the ovary may 
be and ruptured, and this may 
assist in destroying the patient. So that 
although these retroversions are, on the 
whole, by no means very dangerous, it does 
not always follow even when the womb is 
replaced with skill, that the woman will 
ultimately do well. ‘Those cases are more 
dangerous and unfavourable, where the re- 
troversion of the uterus is connected with 
some other disease, whether enlargement by 
hydatids, or scirrhosity, or pol ypus, for when 
you relieve the sions, you are Curing 
only that part of fhe disease which depends 
upon the displacement, but the original af- 
fectioa still continues in all its force. 





Recto-Vuginal and other Pelvie Tumours, inde- 
pendently of Pregnancy. 

In the pelvis, we sometimes fiod various 
tumours of different sizes, some as big as a 
pullet’s egg, and some as big as the head of 
a full-grown foetus ; those tumours I divide 
into two kinds, the recto-vaginal, and those 
which are not situated between the vagina 
and the rectum. 

Respecting those tumours which are not 
situated between the rectum and vagina, 
and which occur independently of preg- 
nancy, I have few useful practical observa- 
tions to make, and therefore I shall pass 
over them lightly, observing merely, that 
they grow sometimes from the promontory 
of the sacrum, sometimes from the sacro 
sciatic ligaments, so 2s toobstruct parturition, 
occasionally from other parts, which may 
cause great pain and inconvenience durin 
delivery, the difficulties and management o 
which 1 took occasion to consider ut large, 
when treating of the anomalous labours. 

But more generally, where tamours form in 
the pelvis, they are of the recto- vaginal kind ; 
and water, intestines, and, above all, the en- 
larged ovary may lodge in this part. There are 
various causes from which the ovary may 
become enlarged—from dropsy, for example, 
from scitrhus, from extra-uterine gestation, 
or the like; and when the ovarian eniarge- 
ment takes place in that manner, the tumour 
fails down between the rectum and vagina, 
I think I may say frequently, and may give 
tise to much inconvenience. If it make 
but little pressure on the pelvis and bladder, 
it may not require much attention, and even 
when the woman is very uneasy, and greatly 
distressed by it, if it become larger, so as to 
get its bearing above the brim of the pelvis, 
a spontaneous cure of all the symptoms may 
be obtained ; but where it so happens that 
the pelvis is small, and the ovary large, and 
the parts itritable, the tumour lying in the 
hollow of the sacrum, between the vagina 
and the gut, very Viclent symptoms may be 
= and those symptoms, of an anoma- 

ous kind, may be worth a little study from 
us. In the first place, there is a great deal 
of irritation about the rectum, and your oe 
tient may be supposed to labour under 


hemorrhoids ; then, too, there may be a good 
deal of obstruction in the bladder, so that 
the urine may be intercepted, or may pass 
with difficulty, a catheter being required. 
Nor must I forget to mention, that there 
may be a great deal of central pain felt in 
the beck, and about the i pubis, 


together with a shooting down the thigh; 
the patient saying that she feels a ripping 
pain, running, perheps, in the course of 
the. nerves, the anterior crural, and the 
great Sciatic especially. With recto-vagi- 
nal tumours, lastly, the patient may be para- 
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lytic in the lower limbs, and one limb may | 
I will not say all, show you; when it becomes retrovert- 


be weaker than the other. 
muscular power goes from the leg, but the 
muscular power may be reduced ; in diffe- 
rent cases, the degree of paralysis varies ; it 
may be so slight, that the patient scarcely 
perceives it, or it may be so considerable 
that she is obliged to lie on the sofa, and to 
be lifted to bed. Now where you have these 
Symptoms occurring, want of power in the 
lower limb, nervous pains, obstruction of 
the bladder, and obstruction of the intestine, 
there is good reason for suspecting that there 
is some tumour or other in the pelvis; and 
if you make a careful examination, of course 
the disease is ascertained easily enough. 
Treatment.—In cases of recto-vaginal tu- 
mour, it should be your first object to press the 
swelling above the brim of the pelvis, if this 
can be accomplished without much effort, and 
you must proceed precisely on the same prin- 
ciple as in the case of a retroverted womb. 
If you cannot place the recto-vaginal tumour 
above the brim, you must leave it in its si- 
tuation, palliating the symptoms, by keep- 
ing the bladder empty, and advising the 
patient to use that sort of food and drink 
which will not require much evacuation. In 
these cases, I know of no effectual mode of 
relieving the paralytic symptoms, or the 
= which the patient has in the lower 
imbs, though the latter may be palliated 
somewhat by means of bleeding anodynes. 
When those recto-vaginal tumours become 
large, they not unfrequently rise sponta- 
neously above the brim, so that the disease 
cures itself; and so it sometimes happens, 
that as recto-vaginal disease has been ade 
vancing, though neither the sufferer nor her 
adviser have known what was the matter, the 
disease has given way. I have more than 
once seen patients labouring under much ab- 
dominal intumescence, and an ovarian dropsy, 
whose first symptoms, though attributable 
to this cause, have been clearly misunder- 
stood. This, therefore, you should mention, 
because itis a great encouragement to pa- 
tients; the larger the tumour, the more 
likely it is to quit the pelvis, or, at all events, 
so to alter its bearings, that the symptoms 
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One half of the puerperal uterus I here 


ed, it may produce all the signs of the 
disease, but, then, the symptoms produced 
are considerably less. 

I here show you a preparation of a uterus 
enlarged from scirrhosity, and retroverted ; 
it produced all the symptoms of the disease, 
with this difference, that they came on more 
gradually, because the growth of the scir- 
rhus was not so rapid as that of the uterus 
under pregnancy. 

For the preparation here shown you, I 
am indebted to a very excellent young gen- 
tleman, the late Dr. Cox; it isa specimen 
of tubercular scirrhus and polypus com- 
bined, and such a womb becoming retro- 
verted, must give rise to the symptoms of 
the disease, 

The next preparation exhibits the case 
of the pelvis removed, so that you see all 
the viscera, in their different situations, 
with respect to each other. This prepara- 
tion is well calculated to throw light on the 
bearings produced by retroversion. 

Here is another preparation, of the same 
parts, on the large scale. 

Here is a very beautiful preparation, 
which shows the retroversion of the uterus, 
with disruption of the bladder. The uterus 
is as large as a child’s head; above the 
retroverted uterus is the bladder, which has 
been ruptured. It is remarkable, that in 
this rupture of the bladder, which has arisen 
from its over-distension, it is not the front— 
that surface of it I mean, which bas no peri- 
toneal covering—but it is the posterior sur- 
face, invested by the peritoneum, the back 
part of the body, which is the region of the 
rent. Now it was this,—and I may mention 
it here, lest by any accident I should be 
prevented from making these observations 
hereafter—it was this which first led me to 
propose, that where a rupture of the blad- 
der takes place in any case, but especially 
in a retroversion of the uterus, we should 
not give the patient up for lost; for if there 
is reason to believe that the bladder is burst 
into the peritoneal sac, we might make an 
opening into the peritoneum—say above the 


arising from compression may be effectually | symphysis pubis, by which we might dis- 


relieved. 

Let me add here, that it is in the highest 
degree dangerous for a woman to become 
pregoant while she labours under a large 
recto-vaginal tumour ; if she does, the high 
probability is, that both herself and the child 
will perish. If she be single, there will, of 
course, be little danger; if married, she 





charge the urine, and then injecting dis- 
tilled water, of the temperature of 98°, 
we might wash out the viscera, so, rs 
as to prevent a general peritonitis; this 
done, we might draw the bladder up to the 
Opening in the abdomen, and close the rent 
by ligature. This operation I have perform- 


jed on several rabbits; in one or two expe- 


ought to be upon her guard, abstinence | 


being her best security. ‘here are other 
ways in which she might guard against 
pregnancy, but which I do not think it proper 
publicly to mention ; but this delicate sub- 
ject L have touched on before, 


riments I brought the bladder out, tied it 
up, and took away a » quarter of it, 
viz. the whole of the , and the aninzal . 


did perfectly well. This operation | have 
never had oecasion to try on the human 
j Subject 5 but in a case otherwise desperate, 
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I should be inclined to recommend it. I 
may remark here, that since 1 have sug- 
gested this method of closing the bladder 
by ligature, a surgeon of eminence (Mr. 
Toone has performed the operation on 
the stomach. ‘There was a slight wound in 
the organ ; he boldly tied up the aperture ; 
the thread came away, and, as he told me, 
the case did perfectly well. 

I request you all to read the excellent 

of Dr. Merriman, On Recto-vaginal 
‘Tumours. You will find it in one of the 
earlier volumes of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions. 

When we meet again, I shall proceed to a 
very important class of diseases, those which 
depend upon the descent of the pelvic 
viscera. 





LECTURES 
on 


MUSCULAR ACTION, AND ON THE CURE 
OF DEFORMITIES. 


By Mr. SHELDRAKE. 





On the most effectual Method of Instructing 
Young Persons in those Exercises, that will 
improve their Personal Appearance, and ren- 
der their Forms more perfect. 


Tuts subject may be arranged under two 
divisions. First, that which may be prac- 
tised in every gentleman’s family, by those 
who are usually employed to take care of 
young children in the earliest periods of 
their lives ; and who, indeed, would be more 
beneficially employed in the practices that 
will now be recommended, than they are in 
performing the duties that are commonly laid 
upon them. The second consists of young 
persons, who are so far advanced in life as 
to be the subjects of professional attention. 
I shall, at present, confine myself to the 
first class. 

Young children, in the families of gentle- 
men, are generally well managed while they 
are in the nurse’s arms, because the anxiety 
of parents, and the attention of professional 
men, who are, at that period, much em- 
ployed, prescribe a rational course of treat- 
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pleasure. It is believed that this requires 
no other care but that of the servants, and, of 
course, the children, being kept in motion. 
As they increase in age, their exertions are 
increased, and the scenes in which those ex- 
ertions are made, are extended to walking, to 
running about, and engaging in such other 
exercises as the discretion of the servants 
shall direct ; for the mauagement of children, 
at this period of their lives, is believed to be 
so simple and so easy, that it may be safely 
entrusted to the care of that class of servants 
that has the least knowledge, and has had 
the least experience. Let us now inquire 
into this fact. 

The persons who become nursery-maids 
are usually the daughters of cottagers, or of 
persons in some inferior stations in life ; 
they have been brought up among their na- 
tural relations, and, as persons of every class 
of society have peculiarities which distin- 
guish them from all others, these servants 
carry the peculiarities of their own class into 
their new situations. As man is en imita- 
tive animal, the servants, who teach the 
gentleman’s children to do whatever they 
are employed to teach, instruct them, by 
showing by their own actions, what is to be 
done. The consequence is, that the gentle- 
man’s children learn to imitate the habits 
and manners of the servants, instead of 
those of their own class. This will happen 
when the utmost caution is used; but the 
want ofcare, and, sometimes, worse motives, 
induce those, who have the care of children, 
to do them very serious injuries, without 
having any fixed intention of doing so. Of 
this kind of mischief I have known many 
very striking examples, but shall content 
myself with giving one. 

A man of business, of the first class, who 
lived in Pall Mall, had a family of young 
children; the nursery-maid was regularly 
employed to take them, for air and exercise, 
into St. James’s Park ; but was ordered, on 
no account, to extend her walk beyond the 
length of the Palace-garden wall, so that she 
might certainly be found, if wanted. One of 
the children was not able to go alone, and of 
course must be carried ; the other was a girl 
of five years old, and very well able to walk, 
After some time this child become unhealthy, 
and weak, her knee bent, heranclee were dis- 
torted, and she became a patient of mine, to 
have that defect remedied. No satisfactory 





ment, and compel the nurses to follow the 
course that is prescribed. It is in the suc- 
ceeding stages that the mismanagement be- 
gins ; and this is too often carried to excess 
that is productive of lasting injury. 
The children are given to girls, or very 
oung women, first to carry, aud then to 
fend them about, as they acquire the power 
of using their limbs, to give them exercise, 


account could be given of the cause that pro- 
duced this unexpected alteration in the 
health and form of a child that had been so 
healthy; at last the servant was dismissed 
for some other fault, and then the whole 
truth became known. ‘This girl had a little 
affair to manage with a man who lived at 
Chelsea. The only opportunities the lovers 
had to meet, were when she was sent to 
walk in the Park with the children. She 





which, it is supposed, may be increased at 
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then, with one child in her arms, and the 
other running by her side, made the best of 
her way to and, when the purposes 
for which her assignation was made were 
effected, she returned without being missed, 
as her mistress, taking it for granted that 
her orders were obeyed, did not take the 
trouble to see if she remained in her ap- 
pointed place. The child could not go on} 
Jong in this manner without feeling its con- | 
sequences; she was fatigued by this ex- 
cessive exercise, and cried as she walked, 
or rather ran, along the road; she was 
well beaten for this, as well as to prevent 
her from telling what she went through; 
being thus intimidated, the poor child went | 
on in this injurious course till the servant 
was dismissed, when ull that she had suf: | 
fered was made known, and effectual reme- | 
dies were provided. 

In this course of education, if it deserves 
the neme, children are continued five or six 





cumstances, are compelled to remain fixed 
to one place for hours together, with looks 
demure, and book upheld, they are said to 
be in good order, It will now be proper to 
notice some of their employments. 

The author, who has already been men- 
tioned, has written that the practice of mu- 
sic is injurious to the human form; this ia 
positively untrue, for the practice at the 
piano-forte, which is the most general fa- 
vourite with the ladies, is as favourable to 
the figure, as any exercise that can be de- 
vised ; the practice upon the harp, indeed, 
if not managed carefully, may, under some 
cireumstences, be injurious; but when the 
form has been injured by imprudent prac- 
tice at the harp, those injuries may be 
easily cured, and, with moderate care, may 
always he prevented. Dancing has been 
universally, and is still very generally, re- 
sorted to; but as I have treated on that 


; Subject in a separate discourse, I shall not 


years, or till they make the next decided step | enter upon it here, nor should I mention the 
n the progress of education, which is either | gymnastic exercises, as they are called, for 
the preparatory school, or some private | the same reason, but for the pertinacity with 
course, in which practices that resemble|which they have been foreed upon public 
those which prevail in preparatory schools, | attention, and intruded as being worthy of 
are adopted, In the first course, as it has | general adoption, and to supersede dancing, 
been described, if the children escape all the | as a healthy as well as pleasureable exer- 
injuries to which they are liable, all possible | cise ; as it has been shown that they are 
means have been used to make them active, highly injurious in every respect, Uiey cer- 
robust, healthy, and high-spirited; quali- | tainly ought on every account to be discon- 


ties of which, in the next stage of their 
education, much trouble is taken to deprive | 
them ; they are taught to remain confined | 
to their seats for many hours in the day ; to! 
** behave pretty,” as it is called, with arms | 
folded, demure faces, and eyes fixed upon 
their books, to learn their appointed les- 
sons. In this stage of education, all possi- 
ble means are used to deprive them of those 
) meyer which it was the business of the 
rst instructions to teach them. 


After the ag eed period of education | 
i 


is past, boys diverge into a course into! 


tinued, 

After having given this rapid sketch of 
the practices which have been adopted to 
improve, as it was thought, the persons of 
young people, it will be proper to point out 
one peculiarity which pervades the whole, 
The practice of every stage, as 1 have called 
it, is calculated to counteract the effect of 
that which immediately preceded it: thus, 
in the first stage, the object was to give as 
much activity, strength, and elasticity to 
the forms and spirits of young persons, as 
the circumstances of the case would re- 


which it is not our business to follow them ; quire; the object of that stage of the treat- 
but we shall proceed to investigate the sub- | ment which immediately followed, was cal- 
sequent education of girls. | culated to diminish the activity of body and 

he parents of those ranks for whose use | buoyancy of spirits which had just been 
these observations are intended, think it is| created; and the same alternation of effects 


an object of the first consequence that their 
daughters should obtain every perfection | 
of form that can be acquired, and as) 
many accomplishments as their circum- 
stances will enable them to add to them ; 
and, to acquire these, the schools, or prac- 
tices in private, which resemble those of 
the schools, are resorted to. Itis an ob- 
ject in all schools, that the scholars should 
be kept still and quiet for many hours 
in the day, that the teachers may instruct 


pervades the whole system. 

In the course that I shall recommend to 
be adopted, instead of that which has been 
followed, I shall propose what is essentially 
good, and may be eflectually practised at all 
times, by the usual inmates of a gentleman's 
family, with a certainty of success; so that 
all who will take the trouble that is neces- 
sary, will certainly give to their children all 
that perfection of form of which they are 
susceptible. 


them, each in their turn, and without; As I shall, in other discourses, enter 
interruption. The high spirits, which are/ more largely into the theory of muscular 
natural to early life, are now completely | action, and endeavour to explain some of 
checked, and when girls, under these eit | its phenomene, in a way that has not been 





EXERCISES FOR CHILDREN. 


‘done or attempted, I shall content myself 
here with pointing out certain practices, 
which, if adopted early in life, and steadily 
followed, by persons even of ordinary in- 
telligence, will enable them to give to 
young children the power of using their 
imbs with firmness and precision ; this will 
become natural to them, if they are well 
grounded in those practices in the early pe- 
riod of their lives, and will enable them to 
acquire any other exercises they may have 





occasion to learn, at any fiture time, with 
more facility than they could do if they had | 
not been previously so instructed, } 

These exercises should be begun as seon | 
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and the inside of her great toe upon each 
foot close to the outside of the line ; she will 
then be able to place her feet upon the 
ground firmly, and she will be able to 
step or stand still in the most advan- 
tageous manner. When this position is 
become familiar to her, she should be di- 
rected to remain in it, (without moving the 
body, or any member that is attached to it, ) 
standing upon one leg, while she lifts the 
other by bending the knee ; in this position 
she should remain for a few seconds, at 
first, then set it down in the place from 
which she raised it, and raise the other in 
the same manner; after standing upon the 


as children can walk firmly aloze, and un- | second foot for the same time as she stood 
derstand any directions that are given to/ upon the first, she is to return that to the 
them ; they should begin with the simplest | ground, and raise the first in the same manner 
exercises, one at a time, and not proceed | again: thus changing her feet, and standing 
to a second, until they are compleiely mas- | upon each in its turn, till she has acquired 
ters of the first. After having mastered the | the power of standing upon either foot, and 


most simple, they should proceed to those 
that are more difficult, and so on progres- 
ats | till they are masters of the whole, 
which they should then practise carefully and 
regularly for a certain portion of time every 
day, If all children were instructed, and 
required to practise these exercises, they 
would grow up with a power of using their 
limbs, and a freedom from personal defects, 
to which so many children are subjected at 
present, and which are so often injurious to 
them in the course of their future lives. 
The longest room that can be set apart for 
this practice should be preferred ; upon the 
floor, make a straight line the whole length 
of the room; a second line should be made 
parallel to it, and the two lines should be 
connected together by a return at each end, 
80 as to make the whole one continued 
figure ; these lines should be one inch wide 
in the whole of their length, and should be 
painted upon the boards, or deacribed and 
laid down in any other durable manner. Ii 
the room is carpeted, a white tape, or web, 
may be fixed on the carpet to enswer the 
same purpose. 

The child that is to be instructed must be 
made to stand quite erect, still, and firm, 
upon both feet, with the heels close toge- 
ther; the spive must be kept firm aud erect 





changing from one to the other, without 
changing her place. She should repeat and 
vary this exercise, till she is able to stand 
for a minute or more upon either leg. When 
she is quite familiarised to this exercise, 
she is to stand firm on one foot; while 
she raises the other by bending, at onee, the 
knee and the hip joint. Having stood fora 
a short time in this manner, she should 
straighten the knee joint, by which the foot 
wil! be moved forward ; which should then be 
placed upon the ground, and the other foot 
moved forward in the same manner. She 
is then to be placed upoa the line, and dis 
rected to move gently forward till she 
has walked round the line as many times 
as may be found convenient or practi- 
cable. 

The use of this exercise will be very 
great; it will, without any improper exer- 
tion, enable her to direct her feet to any 
particular point, to walk evenly and firmly, 
habits which, when once acquired, will 
never afterwards be lost, unless by the 
grossest negligence. As the children, for 
whose use this practice is recommended, 
belong to that rank in society which gives 
much attention to the education of its aff- 
spring, it is not to be expected that when 
the importance of this practice, simple as it 


upon the peivis, and the pelvis equally firm | appears to be, is understood, it will be 
upon both legs, but without being fixed in a| omitted or neglected. The only danger is, 
stiff position, While the child ia in that/ that when servants are entrusted to manage, 
position, all its parts on one side of the | they will neglect it, for it is the practice of 
body will be equal to the similar paris on|ignorance to neglect or despise what ap- 
the other, and the head must and will be/ peas to be simple: the authority of pa- 
erect upon the spine, for it is quite impos- | rents to compel the proper use of this prac- 
sible that it should be otherwise, while the | tice, while it is a novelty, ought to enforce 
body and all its members are held in the/ it, and when its effects have once been seen, 
manner that has been described. its evident utility wii! recommend itself, 
When the child is familiarised to this! The child, when instructed to walk ia 
position, and is able to stand in it for some | this manner, should be directed to look at 
time, say a minute or more, let her stand/its feet, and see that it places the in- 
upon the line with her heels close together, | side of each foot exactly even with the out- 











PHTHISIS.—MILK-TEETH.—STONE, 


side of the line; when the habit of doing 
this is obtained, she will, in consequence, 
have obtained the power of standing firm 
upon both or either of her feet, and of walk- 
ing evenly and firmly. Whoever walks 
well, will likewise be able to run or per- 
form any other muscular action well; and 
thus all to whom this practice is rendered 
familiar very early in life, will have laid a 
solid foundation for the management of their 
persons in the more advanced periods, 
when their time and attention should be 
directed to objects of a different nature 
Some objections, which have little real im- 
portance, may be made to beginning this 
practice so early in life, because it may be 
said that it will fatigue the child’s attention, 
and it may be added, that it might be learned 
equally well at a later period ; and if the 
old prejudice is revered, it may be said, 
that it will be better to let Nature, as it is 
called, take its course. To all this, the 
plain answer that — to be given is, that 
it requires no mental exertion in the pupil 
to practise this exercise ; it occasions no 
re8traint or uneasiness. As children must 
have exercise to keep them in health, it 
will be better for them to use this exercise, 
which must have a beneficial effect, and 
which may be so managed as to have 
much the character of amusement, and will 
be better than to have them run about 
im what has, erroneously, been called the 
natural way. Persons who talk in this manf- 
ner will be surprised to learn, that for hu- 
man beings there is no natural way of mov- 
ing about: all practise locomotion, but 
every class of beings move in a way that is 
dictated by the habits they have acquired, 
and differ so much from each other, that 
there is no resemblance between them, 
more than the simple fact that they all move 
themselves, by some inherent power, from 
one place to another. The country labourer 
walks in one manner ; the labouring artisan 
in another, and the gentleman in a way 
that differs from either of the preceding. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
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TREATMENT OF PHTHISIS BY SMOKING 
BELLADONNA. 


Proresson Canvertuter has lately used 
the belladonna in phthisis with great suc- 
cess, in the following manner: the fresh 
leaves were infused in a strong solution of 
opium, and then dried up like tobacco ; the 
patients began by smoking two pipesa day, 
and the quantity was gradually increased to 
six pipes. In several cases of confirmed 





phthisis the cough became less frequent and 
violent, the pain and irritation of the larynx 
subsided, the dyspnea di , the ex- 
pectoration diminished, and became less 
troublesome, the profuse nocturnal sweats, 
the heat and febrile excitement, became less, 
and the disease seemed to be completely 
arrested.—Nouv. Bibl. Medic. 


ON THE EXTRACTION OF A MILK-TOOTH 
WITH THE CAPSULE OF A PERMANENT 
TOOTH. 


M. Ovper lately communicated to the 
Académie Royale de Médécine the case of a 
child of five years and eight months, in 
which, on extracting the second molar tooth 
of the lower jaw, the capsule of the perma- 
nent tooth was extracted. It was between 
the roots of the tooth, but not attached to 
them, and its external tubercle was almost 
complete. It seems that there is no danger 
of this accident in extracting the incisor 
and canine milk-teeth, the capsule of which 
lies behind the simple roots, while that of 
bicuspids and molar teeth is situated between 
the roots of the milk-teeth; even in the 
latter case the capsule of the secondary 
tooth is so very seldom extracted, that the 
possibility of this accident has been altoge- 
ther denied. It is at all events not sufficient 
to deter the practitioner from extracting a 
milk tooth, whenever caries, oblique -po- 
rition, &c., render it necessary.— Bullet. des 
Se. Med, 


REMARKABLE CASE OF STONE IN THE 
BLADDER. 


Tue subject of this observation is a young 
Sicilian, who from his infancy exhibited 


/Symptoms of stone in the bladder ; in his 


ninth year he was examined by Dr. Assalini, 
who found a stone of considerable size, and 
accordingly proposed lithotdmy ; but when 
about to perform it, the stone could not be 
found, and the operation was put off. From 
this time the patient suffered much, during 
eight years, from chronic cystitis, strangury 
and ischury; he became much emaciated, 
&c., till he was at last presented to M. 
Portal, who found him almost in a dying 
state, a large abscess having Guned in 
the perinwuin from infiltrated urine. An 
incision was immediately made into the 
tumour, from which with the urine a stone 
of the size of a bean was removed. The 
wound became gangrenous to a very great 
extent ; but at last healed. M. Portal now 
examined the bladder very carefully, and 
having convinced himself of the presence 
of a very large stone, decided upon per- 
forming the high operation without any 
further delay. The stone was found at- 
tached to the apper part of the bladder, and 
when it was with some difficulty extracted, 





ARSENIC AND SUGAR.—FRACTURE. 


a portion of hard fibrous membrane was ad- 
herent toit. ‘The stone had an uneven sur- 
face, was yellow, very hard, five inches long, 
and two inches and a half thick, it weighed five 
ounces and a half,and consisted of cystic 

de, uric and oxalic acid, and animal 
oakineen. On examining the bladder, which 
was very large, a round stone of the size 
of a filbert was found, and easily extracted. 
The day after the operation the patient was 
greatly exhausted, but the fever was mo- 
derate; the urine through the urethra, 
&ec. On the third day the wound had sud- 
denly t2ken a gangrenous appearance, and 
on sixth day a large eschar had formed, 
which being easily removed, was found to 
communicate with the cavity in the bladder ; 
from which there was also thrown off a large 
portion of gangrenous membrane, containing 
asmall stone. From this time the wound 
reassumed a healthy appearance, and within 
two months the patient had perfectly re- 
covered.— Esculapio. 


SINGULAR ACTION OF ARSENIC ACID ON 
SEVERAL SORTS OF SUGAR. 


A sotution of the arsenic acid and com- 
mon sugar being mixed, the fluid, after a few 
hours, assumes a beautiful purple colour, 
resembling that of raspberry syrup; if in- 
stead of common sugar that of starch is used, 
the same colour, but somewhat brighter, is 
ary mk the sugar of milk assumes a red- 

ish brown colour ; manna becomes of a brick 
colour; diabetic sugar and the saccharine 
principle of oil, as well as gum and pure 
starch, are not changed at all by the arsenic 
acid. Caustic potash and ammonia, have 
no power of destroying the colour of the 
above-mentioned liquids ; nitric and muriatic 
acids render it brighter; sulphuric acid 
changes it into a dark brown colour.— 
Schweigger’s Jahrbucher. 
DIVISION OF IRREGULARLY UNITED FRAC- 


TURE OF THE THIGH-BONE, AND PER- 
FECT RECOVERY OF THE LIMB. 


A child, about five years of age, broke his 





left thigh, three inches below the great 
trochanter ; in consequence either of neg- 
lect or bad treatment, the fragments united 
in such a manner as to form a right angle, 
the lower portion of the limb being turned | 


| 


inwards and upwards. The child being | 
thus entirely deprived of the use of his limb, 
was, thirteen weeks after the fracture, | 
brought to Dr. Wasserfubr, of Stettin, who | 
found the callus so perfectly consolidated, | 
that nothing could be expected from exten- | 
+ sion or bandages. Under these circum- | 
stances, the artificial fracture of the limb | 
was proposed, as the only means of re- 
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moving the deformity, which was indeed so 
great, that amputation would have been 
better, than leaving it in such a condition. 
The chances which this method offered, 
were very doubtful ; an artificial fracture of 
the callus scarcely appearing practicable, 
even in case it should be possible to apply 
mechanical violence sufficient to break the 
bone, without materially hurting the soft 
parts. It having been found, on repeated 
examination, that the callus, from its thick- 
ness, had pushed the muscles towards the 
anterior and posterior surface of the limb, 
Dr. Wasserfubr thought it would be possi- 
ble to lay it bare, by a transverse division of 
the soft parts over it, and then to saw through 
the bone sufficiently for it to break at 
the place where it was necessary, without 
any great violence. For this purpose, he 
had a truncated pyramid made of wood, 
which, being fixed with its base on a board, 
might support the concave part of the 
callus, so that, on forcibly depressing the two 
extremities of the bone, it might break at 
the place where it had been broken before. 
Having communicated this plan to several 
of his colleagues, it was carried into execu- 
tion on the 9th of January, 1821. A trans- 
verse incision having been made through 
the skin and muscles over the callus, the 
soft parts were pushed upwards and down- 
wards as much as possible, so that the 
callus was laid bare, sufficiently for the ap- 
plication of the saw. One-third of the 
callus having been sawn through, the 
wooden pyramid was\placed in its concave 
angle ; but the attempt which was then made 
to break the bone having failed, the opera- 
tor was obliged to apply the saw a second 
time, after which the bone easily broke over 
the pyramid. ‘The operation lasted only 
about five minutes; very little blood was 
lost, and fracturing the bone appeared to 
cause much less pain than the pressure of 
the pyramid on the soft parts. The re- 
covery, after the operation, was very tedi- 
ous; the limb was carefully kept in a 
straight position ; an abundant suppuration 
took place at the wound; excoriations and 
ulcers formed from the pressure of the 
bandage ; and large abscesses formed around 
the wound, which had a torpid edematous 


|appearance, till, at last, several pieces of 
| bone exfoliated, after which the cure pro- 


ceeded very rapidly. 

On the ninetieth day after the operation, 
the apparatus was removed for the first 
time ; complete re-union had taken place ; 
the new callus had acquired perfect solidity, 
and the limb was in a straight line. Within 
a short time, the litrle patient endeavoured 
to stand and to walk, and has now acquired 
ths use of the limb in such a manner, as to 
leave hardly any trace of the previous de- 


formity.—Rust’s Magazin, 














LITHOTOMY.—GLASGOW INFIRMARY. 


HOPITAL BEAUJON. 

Tue stone patient whose case we reported 
in our last Number, died on the third day 
after the operation, apparently with all the 
symptoms of vidlent peritonitis; on exa- 
mination of the body, the abdominal cavity 
was found filled with purulent seram, the 
intestines adherent to one another by false 
membranes, and the peritoneum injected 
and thickened ; the saperior wound of the 
bladder extended from the fundus almost to 
the prostate gland; its parietes were very 
firm and considerably thickened ; its mus- 
cular membrane was of a fungous appear- 
ance ard livid colour. ‘The perineal incision 
comprehended the skin, the sphincter ani, 
the anterior part of the rectum to the extent 
of an inch above the sphincter, the lower 
part of the bladder, the prostate gland, and 
that portion of the urethra which is sur- 
rounded by it. The neck of the bladder 
was thickened and very firm ; the prostatic 

jon of the urethra exhibited a large 
ilatation, corresponding with the size and 
form of the stone, so that there could be no 
doubt of its baving been firmly lodged there. 
The cellalar tissue surrounding the bladder 
was infiltrated with a purulent matter of 
urinous smeil, the ureters were enlarged, the 
kidneys softened and atrophic ; their calices 


and pelves at least six times their usual size. 





HOTEL DIEU. 
FALSE ANEURISM OF THE BRACHTAL 
ARTERY. 


T. Avousre, etat, 52, having been ad- 
mitted on account of cerebral congestion, 
was several times bled; in one of these 
bleedings the brachial artery being opened, 
& great quantity of blood was effused under 
the fascia of the forearm ; the hemorrhage 
was arrested by compression, the extrava- 
sated blood began to be absorbed, and the 
wound of the vein completely healed. Six 
weeks after the accident, the absorption 
appeared to make no further progress ; the 
tumour was then of the size of an egg, and 
had an obscure pulsation, which ceased 
altogether when the arm was held in a state 
of extension, or when the brachial artery 
was compressed. The movements of the 
arm being considerably impeded by the 
aneurismal tumour, M, Dupuytren decided 
upon tying the brachial artery at the infe- 
rior third of the upper arm. The operation 
was performed in the following manner, The 
arm being kept extended, a longitudinal 
incision, two iaches in levgth, was made over 


| 





the internal margin of the biceps, through 
the skin and aponeurosis ; on raising the 
edye of the biceps, the artery and nerve be- 
came visible, and M.Dupuytren was going to 
separate the median nerve from the vessel b 
means of a probe, when the patient fainted, 
and the arterial pulsation having completely 
disappeared, the further progress of the 
Operation was arrested, until after about half 
an hour, when le recovered his senses, and 
the pulsation of the artery returned ; it was 
now readily isolated and tied in the usual 
manner. ‘The pulsation in the tamour and 
of the radial artery immediately disappeared, 
and the temperature of the arm became 
somewhat lower, but increased again after 
a few hours, On the next day slight erysi- 
pelas appeared round the wound, and the 
patient was somewhat feverish, but the 
tumour had collapsed, the temperature of 
the arm was natural, the pulse at the wrist 
eould be distinctly felt, and the movements 
of the arm were perfectly free. In about a 
week the wound had healed, and the patient 
was discharged cured.—Le Clinique. 
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GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


Fripay, January 2, 1829, On entering 
the Hospital to-day, we found a notice of 
“an operation,” which, from the rareness 
of its oceurrence for some weeks past, 
was by no means unwelcome, On arriv- 
ing in the operating theatre, the benches 
were, as usual, already occupied, but the 
gentlemen seemed to have hastened them- 
selves thither, quicker than occasion re- 
quired; for, after waiting patiently more 
than half an hour, and depriving ourselves of 
the opportanity of profiting by the phy- 
Sicians’ visit to their patients, no ope- 
rator made his appearance. At length, 
after much noise by some of the less judi- 
cious aud impatient part of the audience, 
Mr. Cowan entered, and told us, “ that a 
minute's time was really not his own, and it 
certainly was only an occasion of an urgent 
vature, which could detain Dr. Couper from 
the hospital.” He concluded by hopiog, 
“that such disturbance would not be re- 
peated, of the impropriety of which, all of 
us, on consideration, conld not but be con- 
vinced.” Iwas sorry to see Mr. Cowan pass 
over this occurrence so lightly, which hap- 
pens but too repeatedly, and which cannot 
bat be both annoying and hurtful to many of 
the patients in the neighbouring wards, It 
ought at onee to be decidedly checked. Dr, 
Couper shortly afterwards arrived, and per- 
formed the operation. The case was as fol- 
lows :— 





STRANGULATED HERNIA, 523 
A woman, aged 31, was admitted Decem-| recovered, he began to complain of pain in 
ber 27, with a tumour situated over the his groin and scrotum, He was bled to 50 
right eyebrow, of the size of a horse-bean, ounces, and an attempt made to reduce the 
soft spongy feel, and purple colour. Blood hernia by the taxis, but without success. A 
was occasionally discharged from its sur- consultation was called, which met at two, 
face. There was another situated imme-| p.m. Ordered the patient to be pat into 
diately above the former, but more flattened, | the warm bath, to be bied ad deliquium, and 
and firmer. The skin covering it wasnearly another attempt made to reduce the stran- 
of a natural colour, but superiorly, to the ex-| gulated gut. Thirty ounces of blood were 
tent of half an iach, it was of a dark brown again taken, and when the patient became 
colour, and around its margin ~~ were | faint, he we removed fiom the bath, and 
three hard small tubercles, and over the | the taxis tried, but without success. 
external cauthus, one still smaller. It was) Mr. Cowan, under whose care the patient 
tender when pressed, and moved freely was placed, now entered the operation-room, 
under the skin. The disease was of long and told the students, who were waiting in 
standing ; but for two months previous to | the expectation of an operation, ‘ that it 
her admission, the right parotid gland had was the opinion of the consultation, from an 
become affected, and was occasionally sub-| enema having produced two slimy and sey- 
ject to severe gnawing pain. The petient’s| balous stools, that the operation shauld be 
health was a ~_ ne Rj ey ep “- w pare oe eaeee 
was removed wi e scalpel, and a piece | woulk applied to the lower part of the 
of lint inserted in the wound. No attempt! abdomen, and six ounces of the infusion of 
was made to draw its edges together, which, | senva given, with three of sulphate of mag- 
from its proximity to the upper eyelid, | nesia, m divided doses.” He also informed 


would very probably have produced lagoph- 
thalmos. ’ 
After the patient had left the theatre, 
Dr. Couper handed the di d substance 
to the students, remarking, ‘‘ that he found 








us, ‘ that the consultation would again 
meet at 7, p.m., when he would have an op- 
portunity of acquainting us with their reso- 
lution,” 

Seven, r.m. By this time a considerable 


some difficulty in giving the disease a name,| number of students had assembled. The 
that he was afraid it was of a malignant na- patient was found restless, still complain- 
ture, and only remembered one case which | ing of severe pain, and although the tumour 


it resembled. In that case the tumour was | at its lower part was softer, its firmness su- 


situated immediately under the skin on the| periorly had increased. The hiccup was 
abdomen, and shortly after its removal, |also more severe. The operation was now 
although the wound healed kindly, hardened | resolved on, and performed in the common 
strings were found extending towards the| manner. ‘en inches of intestine, of a red 
glands in the axilla. The case ultimately | colour, were found strangulated. The strie- 
terminated fatally.” ‘The disease in the| ture was situated at the external ring, and 
present instance presented scarcely any ap-| was divided by Sir Astley Cooper's knife ; 
pearance of scirrhus, and was confined to| but the edge of the transverse muscle pre- 
the skin. The patient has been doing well. | sented another obstacle to the return of the 
gut, which it was also found necessary to 
divide. 

5. The patient had passed a good night, 
and had six drachms of castor oil given him, 
without producing a stool. There had been 
discharge of flatus, 


STRANGULATED HERNIA. 


P. M., aged 30, was admitted on the 
same day that the operation was performed 
on the preceding patient, with an inguinal) 4, Had twelve grains of Dover's powder 
hernia of the right side. It was larger than|last night at bedtime, and had slept well. 
a man’s fist, extending along the course of| Twenty-four leeches were applied to the 
the inguinal canal, and was firm, tense, and/ abdomen, which was painful, with relief. 
painful. The abilomen was slightly tympa-| His pulse was 90. One ounce of castor oil 
nitic. There was hiccup, restlessness,| was ordered to be taken immediately, and 
nausea, and hot skin, but he did not com-|in the evening Dover's powder to be re- 
plain of thirst, He had vomited twice, and peated. 
had had no stool for 24 hours. His pulse! 5, Had passed a good night, with less 
was 84, The patient said he had been sub-} pain than yesterday. Pulse 24, and wound 
ject to hernia for the last ten years, which,| adhering throughout. ‘Ten ounces of blood 





however, had never been larger than a 
small walnut, and wes always easily re- 
duced, till the morning of his admission, 
when, after drinking freely, he was attecked 
by three mea on his way home, kicked, and 
left in a state of insensibility. When he 





were ordered to be taken from the arm, and 
Dover's powder to be given at bedtime. 

10. This patient is now convalescent, and 
is the first instance of the operation for 
strangulated hernia having succeeded, L be- 
lieve, for many years, in this Hospit+!. 
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WOUND OF THE ARM—AMPUTATION. 


., [the sloughing integuments of the fore-arm, 
et ee a ae AMPU* | was enlarged to relieve the tension. Ano- 
4 ther was also made through the integuments 
Jas. M‘Cormick, aged 14, was admitted ofthe palm. The pulse was 98, of tolerable 
on the 14th Nov. with a lacerated wound of| strength. Wounds to be dressed with cam- 
the left arm. Above the elbow there was a| phorated oil; a poultice to be applied and 
wound dividing the integuments, and ex- | renewed every fourth hour; turpentine to 
tending completely round the arm, except- | the hand, and common enema immediately. 
ing one small space on the posterior part. The wine was also continued. 
From the inside of the elbow, there was! 20. The hand was cold and livid, although 
another wound stretching upwards, and join- | the wound was discharging better pus. There 
ing the former. The skin was also detached | was some slight separation of sloughy mat- 
from the fascia covering the lower third of ter. Slept tolerably. 
the humerus, and the whole extent of the| 21. The mortification having extended, 
anterior part of the fore-arm, to within) all further attempts to save the arm were 
three inches of the wrist. On drawing abandoned. It was, therefore, amputated 
aside this flap of skin, the flexor muscles by the circular method, three inches be- 
were seen bruised and separated from each | neath the head of the humerus. To have an 
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other. The finger could be passed along the 

bones between the muscles for several 

inches, and one of the muscles was hanging 

out of the wound, lacerated and detached, | 
adhering only by a small nervous filament. | 
Neither of the principal vessels of the fore- | 
arm appeared to be injured, but there was a, 
very copious discharge of blood from the 
cutaneous vessels, two of which had to be 
tied. The edges of the wound were brought 
together by stitches and adhesive plaster, 
and a applied overall. He was or- 
dered an anodyne draught. 

16. The dressings were removed, and the 
lacerated integuments on the outer side of 
the fore-arm and arm looked healthy, re- 
taining their natural appearances, and were 
of a natural heat ; but those on the inner, 
though neither cold nor destitute of sensa- 
tion, were of a livid appearance. His 
bowels were open from some castor oil that 
he had been ordered on the day previous, 
and his pulse 120. The hand of the affected 
arm was swollen. 

17. Dressings were a second time re- 
moved, and the appearances of the wound 
nearly the same, with the exception of one 
small space, about the size of half-a-crown, 
on the anterior part of the fore-arm, which 
had assumed a dark and gangrenous appear- 
ance. The hand still continued swollen ; 
the little finger had become livid and cold ; 
pulse 120, and bowels open. 

18. The integuments on the inner side of | 
the fore-arm felt cold, livid, and destitute 
of sensation, or, if the elegant phraseology | 
of the case book may be employed, they were 
senseless, Wound to be dressed with cam- 
phorated oil, and cloths dipped in oil of 
turpentine to be applied to the hand. Four 
ounces of wine were also ordered. 

19. Sloughing was found to have extended 
to the flexor muscles of the fore-arm, and 
the palm of the hand was tense and crepi- 
tating when pressed. ‘Che inflammation had 
also extended upwards. A free incision, 


which had been made the day before through 











anodyne ; wine and full diet to be omitted. 

24. Dressings removed ; the parts were 
not united, but discharged healthy pus. 

26. Again removed. The face of the 
stump was covered with healthy granula- 
tions. The fever was, moderate, and his 
bowels open. 

Dec. 4. The stump looking well, but he 


had several rigours during the two preceding 
days, with cough, but there were no symp- 
toms of any local disease. His appetite was 
also bad. 

5. He had had several rigours, and also 
complained of pain in the left hypochon- 
drium, aggravated by cough and inspiration. 


His pulse was 120 and feeble ; was thirsty, 
and felt no inclination to eat. The emplas- 
trum lytt# was ordered to be applied to the 
pained part. 

6. The stump looked well ; he had hadno 
return of the rigours, and although the pain 
was relieved on the left, he of 
much uneasiness in his right side. His 
pulse was 120, of better surength. The 
emplastrum lytte was ordered to the right 
side, and, to relieve the cough, the mucilu- 
ginous mixture. 

8. Still complained of pain over the right 
side of his thorax, accompanied with cough. 
His respiration was quick; pulse 120, 
and feeble. He was ordered a grain of ca- 
lomel, and half a grain of opium every fourth 
hour. The emplastrum lytte to right side, 
and to omit the draught. 

He gradually declined in strength, and 
died on the 13th. There were eight ounces 
of sero-purulent fluid found in each side of 
the thorax, and the pleura, lining the poste- 
rior part of the lungs, was covered with 
lymph. ‘The half of each lung was consoli- 
dated, and apparently unfit for respiration, 
When cut into, they presented numerous 
irregularities of a yellowish colour, sur- 
rounded by indurated portions, circum- 
scribed in some places, in others, passing 
into a healthy structure. ‘The other viscera 
were healthy. 





ROYAL INFIRMARY FOR CHILDREN. 


ROYAL INFIRMARY FOR CHILDREN. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Str,—Unwilling as I am to prolong the 
discussion of a subject, which has already 
occupied so much space in the pages of your 
journal, yet I consider it my duty to attempt 
the removal of every erroneous impression 
which might be detrimental to the interests 
of a public charity. 

In alluding to the letter of ‘“‘ One of the 
Monthly Committee,” of the Royal Infir- 
mary, I wish not to withhold my entire belief 
in his anxiety for its prosperity, however I 
may regret that the mode he has adopted is 
so subversive of the desired end, It isa 
manifest injustice to come forward before 
the public with one sweeping charge of neglect 
against a whole medical establishment. If 
such be allowed, it must lay an icy finger on 
that 
which, for their reward, look equally towards 
a consciousness of the performance of a 
philanthropic duty, and the guerdon of a 


merited praise. But when such charge is | 


grounded on circumstances erroneously re- 


ported, on a case from which false inferences 
may be drawn prejudicial to the professional 


reputation of the Infirmary, he is a tacit 
enemy to charity who shrinks from a reply. 

It happens, Sir, that on the Friday, when 
the author of the letter writes, ‘‘ No phy- 
sician, no surgeon,’ my own notes, and the 
evidence of our House Surgeon testify my 
having been at my post; but the child not 
being a patient of my own, was not brouglit 
to me, in submission to that sort of profes- 
sional etiquette, which custom has so 
strangely established ; but which, in a prac- 
tical sense was, 1 am convinced, productive 
of no evil in this case. 

It was unfortunate thot an unforeseen 
hemorrhagic tendency should have inter- 
vened after the incision of the gums; but 
we have many instances (when such a state 
of the vascular system exists,) of a fatal 
result from the extraction of a tooth, or even 
from a much slighter lesion. That the im- 

tation of mala praris should attach by 
inference to the treatment of the gum, is 
most unwarrantable. We are told a ligature 
was applied to the gum for the suppression 
of hemorrhage ; the excessive irritation pro- 
duced by such a mode, may be at least as 
fairly adduced as the cause of death, as the 
slight oosing from the incised gum. 

I impeach not the practice of the surgeon, 
whose name does not appear, nor is it here 
I would discuss its propriety ; but it is, at 
least, an illustration of the line— 

* Incidit in Seyllam qui vult vitare Cha- 
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Sir, the Royal Infirmary for Children, has 
had to contend with almost 4 gee | 
difficulties, which 1 should not be justifie 
in relating. By the labours of philanthropy, 
and mainly, | would add, by the exertions 
of its excellent treasurer, a heavy buildi 
debt has been most material] willeoed: an 
a plan for its ultimate liquidation matured. 
It is now shaking off the trammels which 
have cramped its energies; it will prove 
that the bruised reed will not be broken. 
As the intimate colleague of the lamented 
founder of that Institution, which I have 
made for more than eight years my most 
interesting field of comparative study, 1 
confess I cannot look with indifference on 
any statement calculated to injure its inter- 
ests, or to cast the slightest stigma on those 
who deserve it not. The letter states that 
since Dr. Davis’s death, ‘* the attendance of 
the medical officers has been less constant.” 
Sir, 1 challenge the proof of this assertion : 
I fearlessly challenge the proof of any dere- 


professional enthusiasm and labour, | /iction of my duty, during the years of my 


professional attacliment to the Royal Infir- 
mary. 

On these feelings, Sir, I ground my 
apology for thus troubling you, and I must 
yet beg to rectify a slight error in our letter 
of the 29th ultimo. In the resolution of 
the Committee regarding the signature of 
the names of the medical officers, an insertion 
of the time of arriving at, and of departing 
from, the Infirmary, is not required, 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
Wacrer C. Denny. 
Upper Stamford-st. Dec. 5, 1829. 


P.S.—The insertion of a second letter 
from Mr. Wood in Tne Lancer of the 17th 
inst., renders it essential that I should add 
a very brief postscript to my letter, the 
omission of which you acknowledged in the 
above Number. 

In the letter of the medical officers, the 
defence against a charge of neglect on their 
parts, referred to their practical, and not to 
their political duties. 

My first letter will rectify the error which 
Mr. Wood has repeated in his second allusion 
to the case of Eliza Cole. It will also evince 
my desire to have acknowledged a slight 
mis-statement of the Committee's resolu- 
tion, contained in the former explanatory 
letter. Regarding this resolution, I may 
probably still labour under some imputation 
of inconsistency. 

I did not wish to oppose the resolution ia 
the Committee, and even expressed myself 
not unwilling to accede to its mandates: 
at the same time candidly stating, that (with 
the sincerest respect for its members, among 
whom 1 was proud to rank so many personal 
friends), a professional delicacy towards my 
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colleagues would prompt me to obtain their! and furnished with medicines by the house 
sentiments, and indeed, their acquiescence | surgeon, without {delay. 
in the measure, without which an individual; When I offered myself to the notice of 
signature would be invidious, and not tend | the Governors of this Infirmary, it was in 
to any practical advantage to the Institu- | consequence of an advertisement headed 
tion. }thus: ‘*To Surcrons, Arornecaries, and 

In justification of this feeling, 1 hesitate | Havr-rpay Meprcar Orricerns;” my “ own 
not to add, that were the interests of the | proper office,” therefore, is not only to fur- 
Institution, to which I am so jucl attached, | nish the patients with medicines, but to 
endangered, I would never allow profes-| prescribe for them in the absence of the 











sional, or even private friendship, to draw me 
from the conscientious discharge of public 
duty. 


Jan. 20. H.C. Denpy. 


ROVAL INFIRMARY POR CHILOREN. 


To the Editor of Tuz Lawxcer. 


Str,—In my answer in your @76th num- 
ber, to a correspondent in your 275th, who 
signed himself ‘One of the Committee,” 
I concluded with hoping that to ‘the next 
communication he favoured you with, he 
would have the courage to affix his name, 
&e.” This hope he has fu'filled, for in No. 
231, is a letter from him subscribed Chatles 
Wood, Poppin’s Court, Fleet Street. This, 
Sir, is as it should be ; it is open aad manly, 
and like a true Enclishman. [ut to the 
question :—speaking of a resolution passed 
by the Committee, on the Sist of March, 
1828, relative to the physicians and surgeons 
signing their names, &c., in a book, Mr. 
Wood observes, ‘‘ they have told you, Sir, 
in their letter, that the motion was treated 
by them with the respect it deserved,” viz., 
not one line has ever been written in the beok by 
either of the gentlemen, In answer to which 
I beg leave to say, that they have not done 
80 becnuse they considered it, (at least the 
majority did) as derogatory for gentlemen, 
and members of a learned profession, to be 
placed on a level with minor clerks in offices, 
or porters in a warehouse, and this feeling 
was openly and manfully expressed by the 





junior physician, and | believe by the senior 
surgeon also, at the general meeting, in| 
May 122%. ‘The registet-book of the house | 
surgeon is a‘‘ proper book,” though Edward 
was written, ina hurry, for Eliza, and though 
the physician and surgeon under whose 
names patieuts are entered, may, ou those 
days, happen to be absent. Mr. Wood asks 
“Do the medical officers state that the 
mother (of Eliza Cole) did not attend from 
eleven o'clock tili nearly four?” One me- 
dical officer, and he presumes to consider 
himself such, will state that no mother ever 
remained at the Infirmary from eleven till 
four. New patients who come before a 
quarter to twelve are always prescribed for 





physician or surgeon, and in the discharge 
of that duty, my valued friends the physicians 
and my no less valued friend the senior 
surgeon, as well as the relatives of the pa- 
tients, will, 1 am sure, most readily and 
willingly acknowledge, that T have given 
them full and entire satisfaction. 
1 remain, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
James Woopnam, 
House Surgeon. 
Royal Infirmary, Jan. 20, 1828, 


eee. tome 


CHARITY RODERICK. 


To the Editor of Toe Lancet. 


Well, an the fire of grace be not quite ont of thee, 
now shalt thou be moved.— ist Part Mewar IV. 


Srr,—On perusing an article lest week, in 
the Exerescence, on your late trial at the 
Court of King’s Bench, I found myself in 
such a quagmire of bad grammar, ignorance, 
and absurdity, that I really cannot resist the 


inclination { feel to solicit the attention of 
the worthy Editor of that concern to a few 
points, which certainly would never be 
allowed to pass current in a schoolboy’s 
exercise. 

We are, with gravity, informed, near 
the beginning of this ever-to-be-admired 
article, (for there are no less than from 14 to 
i6 notes of admiration in it,) that “ they 
have heard it said, and they believe it to be 
the general feeling, that the amount of da- 
mages ought to have been larger; but that 
this would depend entirely on the light in 
which the subject is viewed.” Now, this 
is really important information ; * informa- 
tion which should be communicated forth- 
with to every juryman in the country. Note 
also this, ye editors of journals, and marvel 
ut the modesty of the Excrescence ; there 
actually is not a note of admiration after this 
rectified spirit of a sentence. 

* By every impartial man, acquainted 





* That the amount of damages should de- 
pend on the light in whieh that subject is 
viewed for which damages are sought, is, in- 
(leed, a very important piece of information. 
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with the subject, Mr, Cooper will he re- 
garded as having met with one of those diffi- 
cult and perplexing cases, where the efforts 
of the most expert and skilful surgeons are 
not always crowned with success till afer 
much anxiety and delay.” Why, thou in- 
fallible tinctare of inconsistency ! thou re- 
doubted excresoence! dost thou not tell us, | 
a few lines on, “ it is impossible that any 
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tissue of nonsense? Deep-laid contrivance, 
schemed by ignorant men, is something 
new. Doctor, Doctor, you must have had 
your wig awry. 

“We | willingly throw a veil over 
the odious details, but that it concerns the 
Vital interests of the community that they 
should kuow something of the character of 


| those who have assumed the office of medi- 


one but the operator can adequately judge | cal dictators, and that they should see in 
of the difficulties of the case.” what manner the reputations of honourable 

** To all reflecting men it must be matter | men have been sacrificed for the revenge of 
of serious appreheusion, to think what the |one miscreant and the lucre of another.” — 
consequences may be, if the difficulties and | Now, as I should perfectly agree with what 


fearful responsibility attending capital ope- 
rations, are to be yet further increased by 
the consciousness, on the part of the sur- 
geon, that there are present those who, in- 
stead of participating in his anxious efforts, 
gloat with fiendish deliyht,”’Xc. Instead 
of participating in his anxious efforts! Why, 
thou inveterate blunderer, if the 200 persons 
who were present at Mr, Bransby Cooper's 
operation, bad “ participated in his anxious 
efforts,” there would have been 200 fingers 
in the patient’s perineum. Shouldest thou 
mean participating in his anxiety, canst 
thou not say so? Indeed, indeed, my ta- 
lented Editor of the Excrescence, thou re- 
vilest others for meaning what they say, 
whilst thou, good Lord! sayest what thou 
dost not mean, 

« The character of Mr. Cooper has been 
subjected to the severest scrutiny, and the 
result has proved, beyond the possibility of 
doubt, not only his general skill as a sur- 
geon, but his dexterity as an operator ; se- 
veral competent judges having sworn that | 
they had frequently seen him perform, not) 
only lithotomy, but some of the other most | 
dificult operations, in an admirable man- | 
ner.”"—His dexterity, as an operator, proved | 
by this trial! ! 


| 

Prince Hal. What's the matter? 
Falstaff. What’s the matter?) There be 

four of us here have ta’en a thousand pound | 

this morning. } 

Prince Hal. Where is it, Jack? Where | 

is it? 





is inferred by this sentence, might | sab- 
stitute half a dozen words for others? Let 
us see how this seatence will "ead with my 
substitutions,— 

We would willingly throw a veil over the 
odious details, but that it concerns the 
vital interests of the community that they 
should know something of the character of 
those who have assumed the office of hospital 
surgeons, and that they should see in what 
manner the diseases of the poor have been 
treated by the attention of one and the inat- 
tention of another. 

In speaking of the witnesses brought for- 
ward by you, Mr. Editor, on the late trial, 
this sentence occurs :—‘' Such are the men 
who have dared to pass their judgment on 
an operation which only one among them 
ever performed.”— Why, what can the Edi- 
tor of the Excrescence say, then, of those 
hospital surgeons who came forward to 
speak to the skill evinced in an operation 
which they never saw ?* 

Then again, talking of “ pupils forgetful 
of the modesty which becomes their age.” 
—Becomes their age! Heavens above ! 
Why, where it becomes their age, it does be- 
come it ; and, becoming it, is not forgotten, 
Forgetful of the modesty that would become 
their age, you bungler. You also speak, 
my learned Doctor, of the ‘‘ absolute con- 
tempt, but perfect good humour,” with 
which Sir Astley gave his evidence. If I 
remember right, you will find, by reference 
to the Pharmacopaia of common sense, that 


i i ble. 1 
_ Falstaff. Where is it? Taken from us te] Decsms Sle h aoveree pechonionss, “~* 
is: a hundred uporfour of us. After calling the defendant in the late trial 
Competent judges have seen him perform | all sorts of names, the learned Editor of the 
operations in an admirable manner. Admi- | Excrescence says :—*‘‘ From this we turn to 
rable ? What! in the sense of having power/ more grateful subject ;” and immediately 
to excite wonder ? commits another egregious blunder. It is 
In the next sentence, while speaking of} said that people are generally fond of that 
Tue Lancet, follows this :—“ What an ex-| which their minds can compass with fuei- 
posure of deep-laid contrivance, of rankling | lity. This, I suspect, is the case with the 
eamity, of implacable revenge! By what a) Doctor, and the reason why he terms blun- 
set of ignorant and unprincipled men has the 
profession been betrayed, and the public 
deluded !"—Was the Editor of the Excres- 
cence drunk when he perused or wrote this 





*' Mr. Partridge also is requeated not to 
repine, because he spoke the truth while he 
sentence, that he should send forth such a was upon his oath, 
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dering a grateful subject. The blunder is 
this :—“ The generous thy in Mr. 
Cc ‘s feelings, which has been evinced 
by the stedents in the Borough,”—What! 
can that which is in Mr, Cooper be evinced 
by others? ‘‘ Heaven forefend!” You blun- 
dering blockhead ! do you mean the generous 
sympathy with Mr. Cooper's feelings, which 
has evinced, &c.? If you do, why can 
you not say what you mean? But I am 
tired of correcting. 

Praising the pupils, too, for evincing their 
opinion of Mr. Cooper's skill by their inten- 
tion of presenting him with a piece of plate, 
and speaking, at the same time, of their in- 
competency to judge. Faugh! 

Regretting that I have occupied so much 
Space on so unworthy a subject, 

I remain your obedient and 
humble servant, 
A Purtt or St. BartnoLomew’s. 
24th December, 1828. 





RICHMOND SCHOOL OF ANATOMY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Srn,—In your last Number you have pub- 
lished a second letter by Lennox, the worth 
author of a refuted libel on Mr. Carmichael. 
Although the character of yourcorrespondent 
renders him unworth of a reply, yet I re- 
quest you will do me the favour of inserting 
the following observations upon his recent 
production ; they are probably the last with 
which I shall ever trouble you on so dis- 
gusting a subject. 

The letter begins with a flourish of penny 
trumpets, and the voice of the literary warrior 
chaunting his own mighty deeds; telling 
abroad among the nations, how he has 
fought, how he has conquered! how he has 
pointed his pop-gua with unerring precision 
against the great toe of “The Hero of the 
Richmond,” and with a single discharge of 
that deadly weapon scattered his dust to 
the wind, not to mention the dispersion of 
some thousand pounds worth per annum of 

ractice amongst the needy « Filii &scu- 
Jap,” “the hungry sheep” that ‘look up 


and are not fed.” Mercy upon us! what 
furious beings in our wrath are we serib- 


blers! Oh, how we pippins swim! The 





ludicrous affectation of courage, with which 
the anonymous /ibeller plumes himself on his | 
hazardous exploits, reminds me forcibly of | 
the similar achievements of that ancient) 
worthy, 
« Teague the Tory, 

Who, to his great and endiess glory, 

Out of a bush a shot let fly, 

And killed a man that passed by, 

For which he was exalted high !” 


Quod Dii bene vertant! May the omen 
be propitious! May a similar reward 
crown the virtuous labours of Lennox and 
his honourable TT. 

1 know not: but | am offering somethin 
like an insult to Dr. M‘Dowel, im at all 
defending him from the weak aspersions of 
Lennox, a man whom your co t 
Richmond bas conviated, beyond the power 
of reply, of having published in Journal 
a tissue of malicious false 8; one ar- 
gument, however, 1 shall venture, in order 
to show in what estimation such produc- 
tions as those of Lennox are held by the 
medical public. Notwithstanding the at- 
tacks made by him, and that other kindred 
spirit ‘‘ Filius Zsculapii,” on the conductors 
of the Richmond Hospital and School, the 
class there is now nearly by a fourth more nu- 
merous than that of last year. If this be not 
sufficient to convince Lennox that he and 
others like him are despised, as they should 
be, I have an expedient to propose for the 
purpose, which if tried will, I promise, be 
successful. Let him announce his real 
name, let him own his productions, let him 
come into the theatre of the Richmond 
School, and declare himself the author of 
the precious letters in Tue Lancer, and if 
he does not read in the countenances of the 
class the most legible expressions of those 
feelings, which falsehood, malignity, and 
cowardice like his, are calculated to pro- 
duce in every honourable breast,—if every 
gentleman present do not shrink with dis- 
gust from the contact of a thing so loath- 
some, if they do not leave him, like Catiline 
in the Roman Senate, to stand alove in his. 
vileness, then | am ready to submit to 
almost any penalty, aye even t h it 
sould amount to the infamy of acknowledg- 
ing his acquaintance. 

As if Lennox had not enough to do on his 
own account, in digesting the severe reproof 
of your able correspondent “‘ Richmond,” 
he must needs step aside to afford his high 
protection to his injured brother “ Filius 
Zsculapii.” It seems the reply of “ Filius 
Patlandici,” to this person was an ‘‘ ungen- 
tlemanly tirade,” and himself a ‘ spalpeen,”’ 
for whom the blush rises upon the eloquent 
cheek of the sensitive Lennox. Whoever 
the author of that reply may be, I cannot 
but congratulate him on having acquired 
the enmity of your correspondent, and if I 
know the former at all, and do not judge 
him partially, he ia not altogether unworthy 
of such an hoaour; as you will see, Sir, 
from the sketch 1 shall give of hita, in nega- 
tive touches, after the manner of Lennox. 
Imprimis, then, he is not the secret 
slanderer of men he dares not openly con- 
front. He has never brought, to say the 
best of it, a rash charge of meanness and 
dishonesty against en honourable and inde- 





INJURY TO THE BRAIN, 


pendent ‘man, nor visited upon him asa 
wilful neglect of duty, what was but the 
necessary result of sickness: he has not, 
with unprovoked malice, sought to injure 
the fortunes of a young man of respectable 
habits = uirements, by a sweeping 
charge i incompetence, the 
truth of which he was from circumstances 
as incapable, as by nature he wes careless, 
of ascertaining ; foally, he is not one, on 
whose character the brand of falsehood has 
been indelibly affixed. 

Ts take my leave, I trust for ever, of 
this scribbler. I know not whence 
he has sucked in the venom that alone re- 
deems him from insignificance. Certain I 
am, he had it not from the distinguished 
and amiable man, under whose auspices he 
began his professional studies, and whose 
lamented death transferred the viper to the 
care of him, whose kindness he has re- 
quited in a manner so congenial to his na- 
ture. Let him continue his darling work of 
defamation, the public will judge between 
him and the honourable men whom he 
slanders, and of whom it is no more than 
negative praise to say,that they have nothing 
in common with the coward and the ruffian, 
nothing that can move the regard of such a 
being as Lennox. 


Your obedient servant, 
Dublin, Dec. 12, 1828. 





REMARKABLE CASE OF FRACTURED CRA- 
NIUM WITH EXTENSIVE INJURY TO THE 
BRAIN. 


Treated by Enwann Heron, Esq. of the 
Irish College of Surgeons. 


Pat. Nuttey, wtat. 11, of slender habit, 
on Saturday, the 30th of October, 1828, hav- 
ing quarrelled with another boy, received 
an injury, the particular nature of which be 


was not conscious of. His antagonist held 
in his hand a round iron instrument, blunt 
at the extremity, which enfluted it. Shortly 
after, he was attacked with vomiting and 
nausea, which continued for that and the 
succeeding day. He returned from his work 
in the evening, and did not complain of any 
thing except the nausea, and that his ey 
was hurt in boxing, the lids being black. 
On the succeeding day he became a little 
delirious, and com ed of pain in his 
head, and the day following he became in- 
sensible. Medical advice was then sought 
for; his parents, not being aware of an 

i , did not seek for it sooner. 

, and his symptoms were as follow : 
—He lay upon his » very restless. 
drawing back the bed-clothes when drawn 
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off him, and insensible, not 

when spoken to; his breathing was in- 
creased and difficult, attended with heaving 
of the chest; his skin very hot, and dry ; 
pulse frequent, and hard ; the pupils were 
somewhat dilated, but contracted upon the 
application of light ; the tongue was dry, and 
he had slight difficulty of deglutition ; his 
urine and feces were passed involuntarily ; 
he had no paralysis, but was eutestenslly 
slightly convalsed ; the lids of his left eye 
were ecchymosed, and, upon the most mi- 
nute inspection, no trace of wound or injury 
could be seen, save a slight scratch on the 
integuments of the lower lid. He was bled 
from both arms, and got purgative medi- 
cines, and, in the evening, his symptoms 
not being mitigated, some blood was taken 
from the external jugular vein; but his 
breathing, which was the most prominent 
symptom, became severer, and he died at 10 
o'clock the third day after the receipt of the 
injury. 

Post-mortem Examination.—Ten hours after 
death I examined the head, and, even then, 
could not discover a wound between the eye 
and lid; but upon raising the brain off the 
orbitar process of the frontal bone, it was 
discovered that the instrument had passed 
between the eye and orbit, and entered nearly 
at its apex, making an opening in it about 
half the size of a sixpence. The instru- 
ment ran into the brain, and up through the 
body of the lateral ventricle, and into its 
substance, for at least three inches. The 
brain, in the track of the wound, appeared 
as if it was broken up, and very similar to 
brain that had sloughed, and the ventricle 
was filled with bloody serum. 

This case is remarkable in a threefold 
pointofview, ist. As it shows that an ex- 
tensive injury done to the brain, and even 
at its base, may not be followed by any par- 
ticular symptoms for some time, or even 
known to the patient himself, and that, even 
under such circumstances, life may be pro- 
longed for a considerable time. dl ly. That 
an instrument, even of a good size, may pass 
between the orbit and the eye, without the 
least trace of a wound being seen ; so that, 
as in this case, the brain may be severely 
injured by a wound inflicted from without, 
and yet no trace, during life, by which it 
made its entrance. Sdly. That, in this case, 
the symptoms were doubtful as to the nature 
of the cuse, the appearance of the patient be- 
ing rather like one in the last stage of ty- 
phus fever, or even, as it was said in this 
case, like a person in the last stage of acute 
hydrocephalus. The patient having conti- 
nued at his work, and walked home, a dis- 
tance of better than a mile, in the evening, 
and not having complained ; and being previ- 
ously a lite unwell from cold, threw much 
obscurity upon the real nature of the case. 


2M 











BATS AND CORRUPTIONISTS. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, January 24, 1829. 


—_—— 


Tue Bats and Corruptionists are en- 
deavouring, but vainly endeavouring, to 
make the same use of the late trial, which 
they attempted to make of the case of 
Rolfe v. Stanley, that memorable case, 
wherein a hospital surgeon and teacher of 
anatomy was amerced in damages for hav- 
ing mistaken a piece of flint, of about an 
inch in diameter, and at the distance of 
nearly two inches from his patient's ENTIRE 
patella, fora portion of that patella. If, it 
was argued at that time, hospital surgeons 
are to be exposed to loss of money and 
reputation for accidents of this description, 
how much worse must be the situation of 
the general practitioner! If the heads of 


the profession are not exempt from legal re- 
sponsibility for their occasional mishaps, 


what is to become of the members of a 
SUBORDINATE department of the profession ? 
It is evident that, if there were any ground 
for the supposition on which this argument 
is founded, namely, that low as the state of 
knowledge notoriously is among the per- 
sons styling themselves the heads of the 
profession, there is a still lower degree of 
intelligence and professional information 
among the great body of medical practition- 
ers, such a state Of things would of itself 
demonstrate the existence of a vicious sys- 
tem, and the necessity. for medical reform, 
But the truth is, that the whole argument is 
founded upon a false and insolent assumption. 
The men who call themselves the heads of 
the profession are, in reality, as we have 
uniformly maintained, and repeatedly proved 
in this Journal, at the tail of that profession. 
They have, for the most part, obtained their 
situations through the influence of a corrupt 
system, and are decidedly worse informed, 
less conversant with pathology and there- 
peutics, less acquainted with the progress 





which medical science has made in other 
countries, and, consequently, less worthy of 
having the health and lives of the public 
confided to their care, than the majority of 
that respectable and enlightened class of 
practitioners, which they have insolently 
denominated “ a sunonpinatse department 
of the profession,” One of the most bane- 
ful results of the system of nepotism which 
prevails in the patronage of our public hos- 
pitala is, that all prospect of improvement, 
all chance ef calling forth the vigorous 
efforts of unpatronised talent by the en- 
couragement of free competition, is com- 
pletely cut off; if the root be rotten, the 
shoots must be feeble, knowledge will be 
transmitted in a decreasing ratio, but igno- 
rance will descend from sire to son, or 
from uncle to nephew, like an heir-loom in 
a family. 
« Aétas parentum pejor avis talit 
Progeniem vitiosiorem.” 

What can more strikingly illustrate the 
truth of this position, than the confession of 
ignorance—though the possibility of such 
ignorance is scarcely conceivable—which 
we elicited, at the late trial, from the mouth 
of Sir Asrtey Coorzrr? When we asked 
that worthy Baronet whether he was aware 
that it is the practice of surgeons in Paris 
and €dinburgh, after they have tried to ex- 
tract the stone in vain for a certain time, to 
send the patient to bed, what was hisanswer? 
We entreat the reader’s attention to this an- 
swer : “I po Nor KNOW OF THAT PRACTICE ; 
I have studied at Edinburgh, and been at 
Paris repeatedly, and seen operations there, 
and never saw the circumstance occur, NOR 
pro I sver wear or rr!!” Sach was the 
worthy Buronet’s answer ; and we are bound 
to believe that answer, for otherwise we 
should be guilty of a libel by insinuating 
that the worthy Baronet had committed an 
indictable offence, for the sake of obtaining 
a verdict for his nephew. Such, then, was 
the worthy Baronet’s confessioa ; and what 
are the facts? The practice of which Sir 





WISDOM OF SIR A. COOPER. 


Asrteyv Coorrn swore thet he had never 
heard, was known to Franco in the seven- 
teenth century—the operation en deux tems, 
which Sir Astzsy Cooper swore that he 
had never seen nor heard of, has been suc- 
cessfully adopted by the French and 
Scotch surgeons from that period down to 
the presenttime. The practice of not per- 
sisting to extract the store after a certain 
time, when perseverance in the attempt 
must lead to the almost inevitable destruction 
of the patient, and when, by prudence and 
forbearance on the part of the operator, the 
patient’s life would, in all probability, be 
saved, is insisted upon as well by ancient 
as by modern authoriiies. The books are 
full of cases illystrating the soundness of 
this practical rule, and the success with 
which it has been aeted upon, when surgeons 
have been more solicitous for the safety | 
of their patients, than for the éclat of being 
considered dexterous operators, The prac- 
tice is distinctly detailed and reeommended 





by all the best writers on lithotomy, both 
ancient and modern, by Celsus, by Albucasis, 
by Franco, by Calot, by Sayiard, by Tolet, 
by Louis, by Heister, by Haller, by Camper, 
by Perey, by Deschamps, and by Carpue. 
Yet Sir Astiey Cooren swore that ae sap 


weveR HEARD ov ir! Mr, Lizans, of; 
Ediabarg), has given publicity to many suc- 
cessful cases of the operation en deur tems, 
as performed in conformity with the rule laid 
down by all the best authorities. Yet Siy 
Asrizy Cooper swore, that ue HAD Never 
HEARD oF ir! 

Now, if Sir Asriey Coorgr, the pater- 
familias of the surgical family at Guy's and 
St. Thomas’s Hospital, be, upon his own 
confessioy in a court of justice, iguorant to 
this extent, what must be the natural in- 
ference, as to the knowledge of the janior 
branches of that surgical family? If Sir 
Asriey Cooper has never heard of a prac- 
tice laid down by the best authorities, both 
ancient and modern, on the subject of 
lithotowy —if Sir Asriey Cooper has 
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never seén, or heard of en operation per- 
formed from the seventeenth century down 
to the present time, by the best French 
surgeons —if Sir Asti.xy Coorer stands 
self-convicted, upon his oath, of this degree 
of ignorance, what seourity, we ask, has 
the public for the knowledge of the juniors 
of Sir Asrinx’s fomily, holding offigial 
situations at Guy's aad St. Thomas’s Haog- 
pitals?) What security has the public that 
Sir Astisy’s nephew, Mr, Key, of Guy's 
Hospital, will be better informed? What 
security has the public that hia nephew, 
Mr, Tyanett, of St, Thomas’s Hospital, 
will be better informed 2? What security has 
the public that his apprentice, Mr. Tnavgns, 
of St. Thomas’s Hospital, will be better in- 
formed? What security hag the public that 
his godson, Mr. Green, of St. Thomas's 
Hospital, will be better informed? What 
security has the public that his apprentice, 
Mr. Moroan, of Guy’s Hospital, will be 
better informed? Finally, What security 
had the public on the melancholy oecasion 
which produced the late trial, that his ne- 
phew, Mr. Brayspy Coorgn, would be bet- 
ter informed ? 

The system of nepotism that prevails in 
the distribution of patronage at our charita- 
ble institutions, is ‘‘ foul, and stinks to 
heaven.” Human life is sacrifieed to it; 
medical science is sacrificed to it; the cha- 
racter and respectability of the profession are 
sacrificed to it. We repeat, that the in- 
fallible consequence of such a system is, 
that if there be ugsoundness ip the root, 
there will be weakness and rottenness in all 
the branches that derive their nourishment 
from that root. 

We were not permitted, at the late trial, 
to go into the details of the corrupt system 
prevailing at Guy's Hospital. Although 
the allegation that Mr. Branssy Cooper 
owed his situation at Guy's Hospital to 
corrupt influence was declared upon as a 
part of the supposed libel jn the plaintiff's 
declaration ; and although we evinced our 
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readiness, by a substantive plea, to justify 
that allegation, and could not, in fact, 
have answered the whole of the plaintiff's 
declaration without justifying it, yet the 
Court held, that the question of corrupt in- 
fluence formed no part of the issue. When 
we called upon Mr, Bensamiw Hannison 
to state, upon his oath, whether he would 
have elected Mr. Branssy Coorer to the 
office of surgeon, in preference to Mr. Car- 
taway, had he not been the nephew of Sir 
Astiry Coorer, he evaded the question, 
and the Court would not compel a direct 
answer. Let the reader look at this part 
of the evidence, as stated in Mr. Branssy 
Coorsnr’s own report. 

“¢ Mr. Wakley. Would you have elected 
Mr. Bransby Cooper to the office of surgeon 
only to the institution, leaving the anatomi- 
cal school quite out of the question, if he 


had not been the op of Sir Astley? 
Lord Tenterden. He says, 1 cannot tell 


what I should have done in other circum- 
stances. 
Mr, Benjamin Harrison. It is quite suffi- 


cient for me to attend to the duties of my 
situation.” 

Again, when we called upon Mr. Bensa- 
min Harrison to say, whether he believed 
Mr. Branspy Cooren’s surgical skill to be 
superior to Mr. Catraway’s, he evaded 
the question, and the Court again extended 
to him its protection. 

“ Mr, Wakley. Do you believe Mr. 
Branssy Coorrn’s skill is superior to Mr. 
Callaway’s !—No answer. 

Mr, Wokley. Mr. Harrison, I ask you, 
on your oath, whether you believe Mr. 
Bransby Cooper’s skill is superior to Mr. 
Callaway’s ?—Answer, I think he was a 

rson peculiarly calculated for the office. 

Lord Tenterden, You are not bound to 
draw comparisons ; it is the most invidious 
thing ; suppose they are both of equal skill.” 

An invidious thing! Undoubtedly it was 
an invidious thing. 
thing to question Mr. Branssy Coopgr’s 
capacity to fill the office of surgeon to Guy's 
Hospital, or Mr. Harnison’s fitness to fill 
the office of Treasurer, or having elevated 
Mr. Branssy Coorer above the shoul- 

ers of his senior, because he was the ne- 


It was en invidious 


OUR HOSPITALS, 


phew of Sir Asriey ; but these were the 
very allegations which were charged against 
us as libels; these were the very issues 
which we were bound by our plea of jus- 
tification to substantiate. Be that as it 
may, law threw its shield over Mr. Ban- 
samin Harrison and over the system that 
prevails at Guy’s Hospital. The charge 
of corruption, though declared upon as a 
libel, and justified by us in our plea, was 
held to be irrelevant to the issue, The cor- 
rapt system at Guy's was a bit of sacred 
territory, from which we were warned off, 
whenever we attempted to approach. It 
was @ sort of pomarium, a dark place be- 
hind the wall, within whose precincts our un 
holy footsteps were not permitted to intrude. 

But, though law threw its shield over 
|Mr. Bensamrn Hanerson, and over the 
_system that prevails at Guy’s Hospital, 
was justice, was humanity satisfied? Or, 
rather, did not enough transpire, notwith- 
standing the technical trammels with which 
we were surrounded, to satisfy the public 
that the system of patronage pursoed at 
Guy’s Hospital, 18 a conrupr system? 
Mr. Bensamin Harrison stated in his 
evidence, that Sir Asrtgy Coorgzr was ap- 
pointed consulting surgeon to Guy’s Hospi- 
tel; Sir Asrixy’s nephew, Mr. Bransny 
Coorer, surgeon, and Mr. Cattaway as- 
sistant surgeon, on the 4th of May—all on the 
same day. Now let the reader look at the 
following evidence :— 


Mr. Wakley. Is Mr. Key, the senior 
surgeon of Guy’s, the nephew of Sir Astley 
Cooper? . 

Mr. Harrison. Yes, 1 believe he is; he 
married his niece, Sir. 

Is Mr. Morgan one of the surgeons of 
the hospital !—Yes. 

Whose apprentice was he 1—The appren- 
tice of Sir Astley Cooper. 

Mr. Key wus the apprentice of Sir Astley 
Cooper 1—He was, I believe. 

Whose apprentice was Mr. Callaway !— 
The apprentice of Sir Astley Cooper, too. 

Is Mr, Callaway the senior of Mr. Bransby 
Cooper? 

Here Mr. Bensamix Hannison paused, 


and we sball! not easily forget the impression 
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which this pause of Mr. Benyamin Harni- 
son made upon our minds. He could not, ap- 
parently, answer the question from recol- 
lection, for he referred to his book, and 
having referred to his book, he replied : 


Yes, Sir, he is. 

Mr. Wakley. He is? 

Mr. Benjamin Harrison. Yes. 

Mr, Wakley. Had you a consulting sur- 
geon at Guy's before the 4th of May, 1825? 
—No, Sir. 

You had not No, Sir. 


Now can any rational man who reads this 
evidence doubt, that the three simultaneous 
appointments on the 4th of May were a 
job, or that Mr. Branssy Coorer was put 
over the head of his senior, Mr, Cattaway, 
not on account of his superior talents, but 
because he was the nephew of Sir Astiey 
Coorzr? The transaction would speak for 
itself, even if Mr. Bensamin Harrison 
had not evaded our question as to the com- 
parative merits of Mr. Branssy Coorsr 
and Mr. Carraway, which question we 
maintain,—notwithstanding the observation 
that fell from the Court,—and whatever the 
law might be, every man of common sense 
must agree with us,—was most material and 
essential to the fair trial of the issue on 
which the jury were called upon to decide. 
If Mr. Bexjamin Hanntson believed that 
Mr. CatLaway was a man of greater pro- 
fessional ability than Mr. Branssy Coorzr 
—and it is evident that he did believe so, or 
he would not have evaded the question— 
why was the public, why were the sick poor, 
for whose benefit Mr. Guy left upwards of 
& QUARTER’ OF A MILLION in the reign of 
Queen Anne, deprived and defrauded by 
the system, of the advantage of Mr, Caria- 
way’s superior talents, or of the talents 
of many who are, perhaps, superior to 
Mr. Cattaway? We might say by Mr. 
Haraison, for it is notorious that he 
alone governs the hospital ; he alone distri- 
butes its patronage ; he alone possesses all 
the power, and all the influence belonging to 
the institution ; and that though the forms of 
co-operation may be kept up, the rest of 





the governors, under the present system, 
are mere ciphers.* We were not allowed 
to develop the workings of the corrupt sys- 
tem at Guy's Hospital in a court of jus- 
tice, but will the public consent be hood- 
winked? Did the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee show the same indulgence to Mr. 
Bens amin Hanaison, which was extended 
to him in the Court of King’s Bench? Let 
any impartial man read the evidence given 
by Mr. Bensamtw Hanaison before the 
Parliamentary Committee on Anatomy, and 
the analysis of that evidence in the 264th 
Number of this Journal, aud then say whe- 
ther this gentleman does not come under 
the description of a shy witness. That Par- 
liamentary Committee, with a gentleman 
at their head, whose active mind is ever 
on the alert to promote objects of public 
utility, and whose multifarious, yet accu- 
rate and profound information pre-emi- 
neatly entitles him, if we may be excused 
the pedantry of an expression, for its pecu- 
liar appropriateness, to be distinguished 
among public men, as roAvuadeoraros,—that 
Parliamentary Committee showed no indul- 
gence to Mr. Bensamin Harnison. He 
tried in vain to set up his official character as 
a claim to the immunities of concealment, 
and he was raked sufficiently to place his evi- 
dence under a more disadvantageous aspect, 
than that of any other gentleman examined 
before the committee. 1t may be truly said 
that more equivocal, not to say equivocating 
testimony, was never published in a par- 
liamentary report. Of Mr, Bensamin 
Harrison's private character, we have 
never heard anything that is not in ahigh, 
and even in an extravagant degree, en- 
comiastic ; he is one of those persons whom 





* When our attorney waited on Mr. 
Tuornton, the president of Guy’s Hos- 
pital, with a subpena, ‘ Sir,” said Mr. 
Tuornton, “ it is useless waiting upon 
me; 1 know nothing of the affairs of the 
institution ; the books and all are in the 
hands of Mr. Hanntson ; he is the only 


person who can give information !” 
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we never hear spoken of, but as one of the 
best of men; and we will not imitate the 
liberality of those who contended, on a 
late oceasion, that the pursuit of a humble 
species of traffic, at one period of a man’s 
life, must necessarily incapacitate him from 
forming @ correct judgment on matters of 
science at another ; we will not, we say, 
imitate this illiberality, by insinuating that, 
because Mr. Bensamin Hanntisox, before 
he became treasurer to Guy's Hospital, 
carried on a trade in bottles to the great 
satisfaction, we believe, of his numerous 
customers, he is therefore incompetent to 
superintend the surgical department, and 
apply the immense revenues, of that institu- 
tion. We bave nothing to do with his pri- 
vate virtues; but we denounce the system 
which he has pursued as a public officer of 
Guy's Hospital, as injurious to the interests 
of the profession and the public, For thirty 
years he has reigned, in effect, the sole 
despot of the hospital; nearly every 
Governor has, by this time, been elected 
hy his fat; he has had the power, if he 
had the disposition, to appoiat men high in 
eharacter and station, but little inclined to 
take an active part in the affairs of the 
hospital ; and the government of the insti- 
tation under the mockery of corporate forms, 
like the government of the Roman empe- 
rors with the shadow of republican institu- 
tions, is, in substance, av absolute unmiti- 
gated despotism. Let the profession, let 
the public, bear in mind, that the picture 
which we have here sketched, is not more 
strong ot highly-colouted than that which 
was once drawn by the hand of Sir Asriey 
Cooper himself. Year after year did Sir 
Astiry Cooren denounce the system par- 
sued at Guy's Hospital, under the auspices 
and control of Mr. Benjamin Harrison, 
with regard to the treatment of patients, as 
infamous and disgraceful—we use the 
worthy Baronet’s own words, and it was 
not till publicity was given in this Journal 
to the worthy Baronet’s denunciations, that 


OF BATS. 

the infamous and disgraceful practice against 
which they were directed was corrected. 
Private virtues! Bah! Mr. Bexsamix Han- 
RIsON may be a saint, for aught we know, 
in the relations of private life, but as the 
sole, and, but fora rree mMepicat press, the 
irresponsible manager of the affairs of Guy’s 
Hospital, he stands denounced by Sir Ast- 
Ley Cooper as asinnéer. No reputation for 
private virtues, no adventitious dignity aris- 
ing from official situation, ought to screen 
the conduct of a public officer from public 
scrutiny and enimadversion. If Mr. Row- 
LAND Srepuenson, the Treasurer of St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital, had stood in a witness- 
box, before his true character was detected, 





thesame shield would have been thrown over 
‘him against a searching cross-examination, 
|which was extended over Mr. Benjamin 
Harrison. Yet who shall say, that if cor- 
|rupt influence in his capacity of Hospital 
| Treasurer, had been charged against Mr, 
| Rowtaxp Srepuenson, before the detec- 
‘tion of his appropriating propensities, it 
might not have been highly expedient to 
allow the utmost latitude of inquiry, not- 
withstanding his unimpeached, and sup- 
posed unimpeachable reputation ? 

The fruits of the corrupt system that pre- 
vails at our public hospitals, are seen in the 
numerous cases of ignorance and incompe- 
tency on the part of hospital functionaries, 
which have been recorded in public jour- 
nals, though these, it must be admitted, are 
few indeed, compared with those which 
have actually occurred. The destruction 
of Wheeler from this cause, was record- 
ed by a Coroner’s Jury. The destruction 
iof others from the same cause, is also 
recorded by Coroners’ Juries. At one 
of our public hospitals the operator, in 
jattempting to perform the operation for 
popliteal aneurism, tied the femoral sheath, 
including, of course, the vein and artery, 
and he also included the anterior crural 
nerve! ‘ Enlarged glands,” says a surgeon 
of St. George’s, “ are often mistaken for 








BLUNDERS OF BATs. 


hernias,” These things shall no longer be 
concealed. We have seen a hale athletic 
man, who supposed that he had stone in 
his bladder, enter an operating theatre, 
where he was sounded with such violence, 
that he was incapable of returning to his 
home, He was put to bed; violent inflam- 
mation came on, and he became delirious. 
Jlis bladder, as it was afterwards discovered, 
had been pierced by the sound ; the scrotum’ 
and the integuments at the lower part of 


the abdomen, mortified; in ten days after 


the sounding, his sufferings were terminated ; | 
jright leg, dismembered his patient with 


and the unfortunate man, who entered 
the hospital sound, and hale, and healthy, 
to seek advice for a complaint which 
existed only in his imagination, was dead, 
and perhaps dissected, before his family 
knew what had become of him, Such are 
the exploits of the men, who style them- 
selves the heads of the profession, Another 
hospital surgeon mistook a pebble for a part 
of a man’s knee-pan, though the man’s 
knee-pan was entire, and nearly two 
inches distant from the pebble. Yet the 
same Hospital Bats, who swore the other 
day that an operation which they had not 
witnessed was scientifically performed—the 
same Hospital Bats, who are always on the 
alert to wing their way to a court of justice, 
when a colleague’s skill is questioned—the 
same Bats, who, like Day and Martin in 
the advertisements, are “‘ ever anxious” to 
prevent exposure—swore also, in the pebble 
case, that the patient had been scientifi- 
cally treated. 

Some of the blunders of these hospital 
functionaries are of a less serious descrip- 
tion than most of those to which we have 
adverted, and partake of the nature of tragi- 


comedy, or farce. Of the purely farcical 


description, was that memorable specimen 
of diagnostic skill, exhibited by Dr. Hewerr, 
the Cambridge Professor of Medicine, who 
pronounced a case of preguancy to be one 
of severe peritonitis, and who, after diligent 
fomentation, was only restrained from the 
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application of forty leeches to the tumefied 
abdomen, by the protrusion of the head of 
a chopping boy. Another Hospital Sur- 
geon, to whose turn it recently fell to re- 
move an extensively diseased testicle, made 
his first incision over the sound testicle, and 
the patient would probably have been emas- 
culated, if a dresser had not himself detected 
the error. This reminds us of the surgery 
of a gentleman of the sister kingdom, who 
once held the situation of assistant surgeon 
on board one of his Majesty’s ships of war, 
and who being required to amputate a man’s 


great dexterity, but unfortunately dis- 
covered, when the operation was completed, 
that he had removed the left leg. This 
achievement was supposed to afford evidence 
of such singular acuteness, that his friends 
recommended him to quit surgery, and be- 
take himself to the bar ; where we know uot 
whether he has ever found his match in 
law, though in surgery, and the exact 
sciences, he may certainly find his equal in 
Sir James Scarcerr. Another surgeon 
has had the misfortune to perform the 
operation of lithotomy, when there was no 
stone in the biadder, not once, but in re- 
peated instances. When a French Abigail 
has had an affair of the heart, and has given 
an infant to France, she is said to have had 
her matheur, and the accident, so far from de- 
stroying her character, is considered rather 
a guarantee for her future prudence ; but @ 
repetition of these misfortunes will rain 
even the reputation of a French Abigail. 

Nullum Numen abest, si sit Prudentia ; 

nos te 

Nos facimus, Fortena, Deam. 

Such are the men who style themselves 
the heads of the profession ! such isthe race 
of hospital apprentices, neveys and noodles, 
who insolently r over the great 
body of the profession! What, it has been 
asked, must the priests have been in a 
country, where the god was a monkey? If 
such men were at the head of the profession, 
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CLORIDES OF LIME.—MR. ABERNETHY. 


who could be at its teil? The truth is, we 
repeat, that the highest degree of profes- 
sional knowledge and skill, as well as the 
greatest amount of iatelligence and activity, 
is to be found among that enlightened, 
though hitherto degraded class, which has 
been stigmatised by the corrupt few, as a 
subordinate department of the profession. 
In conclusion, we earnestly impress it as a 
tule of conduct, subject to a few, and very 
few exceptions, on all who value the health 
and lives of those who are near and 


dear to them: ‘ So long as the present corrupt 
system of patronage continues, avoid the men 
who style themselves the heads of the pro- 
fession ; above all, avoid the metropolitan 


hospital physicians end surgeons ! 


A Compendium of the Medicinal Properties of 
the Chlorides of Lime and Soda; and of 
their uses in destroying noxious effluvia, and 
preserving the health on board ships, and in 
warm climates—By Freperic Fixcuam. 
London, Richardson. 


Tus pamphlet is neither more nor less than 
an advertisement of the Chlorides, as 
“ prepared by Frederic Fincham, manv- 
facturing chemist, Manchester.” We are 
induced to notice it, how’ er, as a compen- 
dium of much that is valuable for the pro- 
fessional man to be acquainted with on the 
subjectof the Chlorides, and if Mr. Fincham 
really prepares them better than any other 
chemist, we see no reason why the profes 
sion should not know it. Several “‘ testimo- 
nies” from medical men, as to their efficacy, 
are included, and a few hints on the appli- 
cation of the Chloride of Soda, for the 


prevention of hydrophobia, are thrown out. | 


In concluding his compendium, Mr. 


“T have been informed by 
lost several horses from the 

remainder being evidently affected, 

disease was 8 by using the i 
of Lime plentifully in his stables, and 
washing the nostrils of the horses with it. 
Mr. Lacy, an extensive and highly respect- 
able coach proprietor of this town, has been 
using the Eioride of Lime in all his esta- 
blishments, with marked advantage to the 
health of his horses: be informs me, that a 


horses from the glanders ; and the disorder 
was only prevented spreading still further 
by fumigating his stables, washing the 
recks and mangers, with the Chlorine gas ; 
but he was, of course, obliged to remove all 
his hovses, at a considerable expense. 
Sprinkling the stables, and washing the 
racks and mangers, with the Chloride of 
Lime, is equally efficacious when the disor- 
der rages, without removing any of the 
horses ; and by its occasional use at night, 
to purify the air of close and confined sta- 
bles, and mixing some with the white-wash 
for the walls, this and other infectious dis- 
eases may be prevented. It has also been 
beneficially applied to the grease in horses, 
the foul in bullocks, foot-rot in sheep, and 
mange in dogs.” P. 51. 


Portrait of John Abernethy, Esq.; Engraved by 
Turner, froma Painting by Peorer. Lon- 


don, Turner. 


Mr. Asernerny, or, as be has been ap- 
propriately styled, the “ chair negotiator,” 
is drawn in one of his most easy and agree- 
able casts of expression ; the position of 
the body, and limbs generally, is entirely 
free from restraint. The efforts of the 
artist, as indeed they always should be, have 
been chiefly directed to the face, which is 
admirably executed, and presents a most 
striking likeness of the eccentric original. 
Apart from the face, some parts of the 





|picture are not so well executed as we 


| could have wished ; but upon the whole it is 


|decidedly the best portrait of Mr, Aber- 


Fincham adds the following remarks, which metby that hae eppeared. 
are worth the attention of veterivary sur-+ 


geons. 





USE OF GOLD 


Upon the of Gold in the Treatment 
recent inveterate Syphilis, and of 
Eruptions ; upon the Inefficacy and 

of the Administration of Mercury in 


the Treatment of the same Disease ; with a 


Dissertation upon the Antiphlogistic Treat- 
ment. By Arex. Lecranp, of Amiens, 
M. D., &c. &e. 


[Communicated by Mr. J. Benwerr.] 


Tue object of the author of this work is 
shown in the title-page, viz. to procure the 
introduction of the preparations of gold in- 
vented by Dr. Chrestians, of Montpelier, in 
the treatment of venereal complaints, in place 
of mercurial preparations. Gold, says Dr. L., 
like mercury, has an especial action upon 
our economy, and tends to remove from our 
frame a molgeett virus which infects it. 
But, in the present day, there are many 
practitioners, partisans of M, Broussais, 
who deny the existence of this virus ; the 
inevitable uence of this opinion is, 
that it is not necessary to counteract syphi- 
lis by spesific medicines. Dr. Legrand, 
who considers this opinion as absolutely 
erroneous, has thought it necessary to coun- 
teract it: and, in the second chapter, he 
has brought forward facts to prove that 
syphilis, although latent, exercises a dele- 


terious influence over individuals and their 





ity. He has, at the same time, en- 
woured to e, that this disease, there- 
fore, is woes oy and that it is specific. 
This point being established, we must ne- 
cessarily have recourse to a specific medi- 
cine to counteract syphilis; and Dr. Le- 
grand proposes the pharmaceutical prepa- 
rations which have gold for their basis. 
Before minutely pointing out their efficacy 
in this case, he has thought it necessary to 
fill up a vacuum in pharmacy ; he has shown 


the different modes adopted, in order to} 
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only of the efficacy of gold in the 
treatment of syphilis, and inquired into 
the dangers of adopting it. He next con- 
siders it necessary to show the dangers 
which accompany the administration of 
mercury. But, in most of the cases in 
which mercury is injurious, it is asked whe- 
ther the disease, or the medicine, has pro- 
duced the mischief. A very simple means 
exists, to remove every doubt upon the sub- 
ject; it is only to study the effects of mer- 
cury upon persons not affected with syphilis. 
The author of the work before us, has gone 
into the mines whence metal is dug up; he 
has visited the workshops in which it is 
wrought; and he has been able, by these 
means, to point out the horrible accidents 
which mercury, by its presence, may have 
upon the most important organs of our 
frame. When, says he, we see the same 
accidents happen to persons who take mer- 
cury as a medicine, there can no longer re- 
main any doubt of the deleterious action 
which it exercises over our economy. Bat 
Dr. Legrand goes further; he has proved 
that, in a great number of cases, the ad- 
ministration of mercury has not been follow- 
ed by success ; that sometimes it does not, 
in any degree, mitigate the disease ; that 
very often, after having effected a partial 
cure, the disorder breaks out again with in- 
creased severity, under a form much more 
hideous, after an interval of time, in dura- 
tion infinitely variable. To prove this last 
assertion, the author has cited facts, and 
— the testimony of authors the most 

vourable to the employment of mercury. 
Having stated thus much, Dr. Legrand’s 
work goes to prove the superiority of the 
preparations from gold over mercurial pre- 
parations. After a few remarks upon the 
therapeutic method, which consists in op- 
posing all venereal symptoms, by the ap- 
plication of warm water and leeches, and 
having stated from facts the dangers of this 





procure the preparation from gold, at pre-! new method, which ig called the antiphlo- 
sent employed in medicine, and those he! gistic treatment, he has given 150 exam- 
afterwards applied. He then states the| ples of cures performed by gold, in cases 
effects produced by these same prepara-| where mercury has only effected a tempo- 
tions, when they are introduced into our| rary relief, or been absolutely inefficient, 
economy. He afterwards proves by 230! When mercury could not eradicate from 
cases, many of which were under his own | the economy the syphilitic virus, and espe- 
charge, the others verified by practitioners | cially the secondary forms of syphilis, many 
of almost every country, that gold radi-|of which were truly hideous, mercury, 
eally cures recent and - inveterate syphilis. | which had permitted their development, 


After having stated the excellent anti-syphi- | 


litic properties of gold, Dr. Legrand in- 
quires with the strictest impartiality, if the 
preparations from gold may ever be ad- 
ministered in vain, and if the odminis- 
tration of it is subject to accidents. He 


seems to have shown, incontrovertibly, 


that the former case must be extremely 
rare, and that very serious accidents can 
never happen. Hitherto Dr. Legrand has 


and where every other usually adopted 
anti-syphilitic medicine had proved inef- 
fieacious in the treatment of these disgust. 
| ing affections, gold perfectly dissipated 
jthem. In the last chapter, which is an 
epitome of the whole work, Dr. Legrand 
| coenaentive all the advantages of the sys- 
jtem he advocates, wnd all the inconve- 
niences and dangers of the mercurial 
method, The most remarkable passages of 
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this chapter, are, undoubtedly, those in 
which he specifies the great superiority of 
gold over mercury, in thoro 

ing that influence which the syphilitic 
virus exercises over man and bis posterity 
(noticed in the first chapter). So that the 
man or the woman who has had the mis- 
fortune to be tainted with syphilis, once 
cured by gold, may marry with perfect secu- 
rity ; they will have healthy children, which 
they could not hope for, had they been 





cured by mercury, The woman, infected 
during pregnancy, would derive the same 


ON EXTRACTION OF THE TEETH. 


fancy, no operator can be ae a ys either 
wilfully or ignorantly torturing his victims; 
for peter him occasionally to succeed in 
tearing away a tooth by the clumsiest of all 
possible means, such success will afford 
very little consolation to the next uafortu- 
nate patient, who is probably doomed to be 
miserably mangled by the use of a huge 
pair of tongs; when a judicious operator 
would have relieved him with the utmost 
facility. 

Although nothing has been advanced by 
your correspondents in the slightest degree 


advantage by the treatment with gold ; | affecting the facts set forth in my first com- 
whereas mercury would not exempt her | munication, still fur the information of those 
from bringing an infant into the world,| who may imagine they know something of 
having all the symptoms of hereditary | the subject, it may be thought incumbent on 





syphilis. 


ON EXTRACTION OF THE TEETH. 


j 


By Mr. Jouwx Parmer De La Fons. iF 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Wuew my paper relative to the Extrac- 
tion of Teeth was offered to the public, | 
through the medium of a work so exten- 
sively circulated as Tux Lancer," be as- 

» Sir, that it was not subjected to the 
criticism of thousands, witlout due delibe- 


|me to advert generally to your correspon- 


dent's observations ; one of whom, while he 
concurs with me in giving the preference to 
the key instrument, evidently misunder- 


| Stands me when he contends, (very proper- 


ly) that “ in some cases the foreeps are in- 
ispensable, as in the removal of the inci- 
sors,” 

Sir, it has not been asserted by me, that 
forceps are to be for ever excluded, and 
never to be used in cases of minor import- 
ance ; this will be seen the following 
extract, *‘ the use of such an instrument 
(ia allusion to the forceps) is highly ob- 
jectionable in all those cases where the key 


ration, without my being satisfied that every is generally used.”” The same gentleman 
was established on too firm a basis, to, speaks of the breaking down of the alveolar 
shaken by any attacks that might be made process as a matterjof course ; but on refer- 
upon it, |ence tothe diagram, he may be convinced 
For the better elucidation of those argu- | that the lateral action is not so great as he 
ments, to raise them beyond the reach of| imagines; indeed, with the majority of 
r ienced cavillers, they were accompa-| cases the socket will scarcely be enlarged ; 
nied by explanatory diagrams; whereby,| a very small portion of the thim edge may 
with common attention,they might have been | sometimes adhere to a tooth, having its 
understood by persons of the meanest capa- fangs considerably extended, or curved ; 
city, provided it sited their purpose to com- but such is the elasticity of the bone, that, 
prehend them. |even under these circumstances, such an ac- 
If my reasoning evinces so much weak- | cident rarely occurs with an expert and care- 
ness, let my opponents try to do that which | ful operator. 
I in vain attempted before it went forth to| Another of your correspondents contents 


the world, let them analyse it, and expose | himself with merely affirming that which 
the errors, proceedivg paragraph by para- | has never been disputed, viz. the possibility 
graph, a mode calculated to have more | of extracting ‘“* hundreds, nay, thousands of 
weight with those persons who are in the | teeth with a pair of forceps;’’ most judi- 


ciously availing himself of a saving clause 





habit of thinking for themselves, then all 
the evasive and unsupported assertions they 
may feel disposed to indulge in. 

Your observation, Sir, that every man 
who attempts the extraction of teeth, ‘* has 
a fashion of his own,” is, indeed, but too 
true, and a very bad fashion it frequently 
proves to the unfortunate sufferer, as thou- 
sands could annually testify; but, as with 
all tooth extraction, there is decidedly a 
right method and a wrong one, since the 
modus operandi does not depend upon mere 





* Vol. I. page 80, 





with reference to the molar teeth, which he 
very ingeniously specifies in a separate pa- 
ragraph, where, without venturing to notice 
the proportionate number of failures expe- 
rienced in making the attempt with such an 
instrument, he merely speaks of using for 
that purpose a “‘ larger and stronger pair of 
forceps for the molar teeth,” but, owing pro- 
bably to an error in the manuscript, or in 
the printer, the size of the forceps is mag- 
nified to a most ludicrous extent. 

‘The subject under discussion is not mere- 
ly whether we can occasionally succeed in 
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ex & tooth by means of the forceps,/capable of drawing the following general 
fat whether they be superior to the key 





conclusions :— 

instrument, the award being in favour of 1. That epidemic disorders, including a 
that which has been attended with the | very large class of complaints not hitherto 
greatest number of successful operations, reckoned epidemics, owe their origin to 
always supposing the experiment to have | peculiar conditions of the atmosphere, which 
been made with an equal number of cases ; happen at incalculable periods, from time to 
with this view of the subject, let me ask, time, in every part of the world, having a 
whether any of the advocates for perpendi- | particular range and term of duration. 

cular extinction (as they are pleased to| 2. That the above is the grand exciting 
term it) will venture to submit to such a| cause of pestilence and epidemy of every 
trial as I now propose, having first atten- | sort; while the circumstance, that it is only 
tively read my statements, and being al-|a portion of the population on which the 
lowed the extensive privilege of using any epidemic bane (the to Geioy of antiquity) 
instrument whatever that grasps the tooth | falls, leads me naturally to look for the pre- 
between two edges, or claws, will they con- | disponent causes necessary to the disease, in 


sent to divide with me, equally and equi- | peculiar conditions of the individual consti- 


tably, a given number of patients requiring | 
the extraction of molar teeth, however de-| 
cayed they may be (but not loose), and will 
they agree that publicity be given to the 
defeat that must inevitably await so hope- 
Tess an attempt ? ps 

As to those sciolists who are not yet 
awakened from the delightful dream of their 
infallible pincers, if they expect to succeed, 
their first object must be to contrive, that 
the teeth of the rising generation shall be so 
improved, both in their form and texture, 
that they no longer cling to their sockets 
with such persevering tenacity, por conti- 
nue so provokingly brittle, as to present the 
hitherto insurmountable barrier to their 
darling enterprise. 

I remain yours, &c, 
J.P. De La Fons. 


14, George Street, Hanover Square. 





ON EPIDEMICS. 


By Dr. Forster, of Chelmsford. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer 


tutions of the patients. Contagion and 
inoculation, as adjunct means of propagation, 
only apply to a few varieties of epidemics, 
as plague, small-pox, &c.; and even ia 
these disorders are to be considered as acci- 
dental, and feeble sources of the spread of 
the disease, compared with the irradiating 
progressive motion of the atmospherical ex- 
citant over extensive districts. 

3. That this atmospherical poison, vari- 
ous as it is at different times, is closely con- 
nected with electric changes perpetually 
going on in the air, but which are aided and 
modified by innumerable forms of malaria, 
which constitutes a sort of interventional 
medium, through which the morbific power 
of the electrical excitant is exerted. I 
have by me, an immense and authentic 
catalogue of epidemics. 

To the development of the existing rela- 
tion between the exciting and the 
ponent causes of disorders of the class 1 allude 
to, I have devoted much time ; and I had, 
in your Lancer, announced a small work on 
this subject, which owing to a trifling delay 
in the printing-office, arising from my bad 
caligraphy, (or, rather, calegraphy,) is not 
yet ready for publication, but which will 
appear in a week or twe. In this I shall 
fully develop the truth of my opinion re- 
specting the utmospherical origin of fever, the 
inflammatory nature of the predisponent; and 
while I can show that, for the latter, the 





Sir,—Observing, in a late Number, some 


@bservations on the pestience at Alexan-| 


dria, and also on the epidemic raging at) 
Paris, 1 hasten to communicate to you some 
remarks I have made ox epidemy in gene- | 
ral, as they may serve as a hint to help the | 
inquiries of the medical committee now 
engaged in aninvestigation of the subject at! 
Paris, who, no doubt, see your widely-ex- | 
tended miscellany. After a laborious in-| 
vestigation of the progressive symptoms | 
and topological history of epidemic and 
pestilentinl diseases, which have for many 
years engaged. my attention, I find 1 am| 

| 


antiphiogistie treatment is the only rational 
one, it will appear that Hippocrates and the 
ancients were right, in relying on change of 
air as the permanent remedy. Meanwhile, 
us there is an inquiry going on of so im- 
portant a nature, | feel disposed to antici- 
pate thus much for the use of those who 
have more time, means, and ability, to pur- 
sue it, than I have at present. 


I am, Sir, 
Yours truly, 
T. Fonsrer. 
Chelmsford, January, 1820. 
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REMITTENT FEVER—DOCTOR AND APOTHECARY. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Monday, January 19, 1829. 


Taene was a tolerably full attendance of 
members this evening ; but the proceedings 
were of the same ‘‘ hole and corner”’ charac- 
ter as those of the Westminster Medical 
Society a fortnight since. Our reporter 
having been refused admission, we can give 
no particulars of what took place; but we 
have been since informed, that after a pro- 
tracted discussion, a ballot was taken, and 
Mr. Lambert was expelled, although he had 
not been furnished with any notice of the 
charges brought against him. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


REMITTENT FEVER, WITH DISEASED LUNGS. 


, admitted under the care of 

Dr. Elliotson, about three weeks ago, com- 
pane of considerable weakness ; it was 
ikewise discovered, after his admission into 

the hospital, that he was labouring under a 


remittent form of fever; and, on being 
questioned, stated that he had slept at Green- 
wich, the night previous to his admission, in 
a damp bed (but it was with the greatest 
difficulty he was made to understand any 
question put to bim, being very deaf). 
Sulphate of quinine was prescribed, which 
removed the febrile symptoms; but he still 
complained of great weakness, and to this 
was added a frequent cough. On applying 
the stethoscope to the superior part of the 
right side of the chest, the respiratory 
sound appeared distinct, and percussion 
elicited a sound similar to that produced on 
striking the leg or arm ; from these symp- 
toms, Dr. Elliotson thought there was 
chronic inflammation of the lungs ; but, in 
consequence of the difficulty of either mak- 
ing the patient speak, or understand, no 
correct diagnosis could be formed ; nothing 





icular was done, and he continued in | 


this state till Thursday, the 9th inst., when 
he died rather suddenly. 


Examination of the Body. 


On opening the cavity of the chest, there 
was a small quantity of lymph effused on 
the convex surface of the superior lobe of 
the right lung, which was likewise hepa- 
tized ; and, on making an incision into it, 
presented, very beautifully, the appearance 
described by Laennec, “ the infiltration of 
tubercular matter into the bronchiz,” or the 





o hepatization”’ of another author ; 
my lkewise adherent to the middle 
the same side, which was tubercular ; 
was likewise a dilatation of one of the 
chial tubes, which communicated with 
small cavity filled with tubercular matter ; 
the left lung was tubercular, and both bags 
lura contained a small quantity of 
‘he kidneys were rather enlarged, 
and presented a remarkable lobulated ap- 
pearance, but, on cutting into them, ap- 
peared healthy. The liver was paler than 
natural. The arachnoid membrane of the 
brain was rather opaque, and the lateral ven- 
tricles contained a small quantity of fluid. 
The man was very much addicted to 
drinking. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


STRUGGLE BETWEEN DOCTOR, APOTHECARY, 
AND DEATH. 


Tuomas Grey, etat. 17, of sound consti- 
tution, a groom, admitted ist December, 
1828, under the care of Dr. Roe, labouring 
under synochus, accompanied with an ery- 
sipelatous inflammation of the right leg. He 
had been ill eleven days, and ascribes his 
attack to having drank cold water when 
heated after exercise. Pulse 90, full; 
tongue furred ; bowels constipated. A pill 
of five grains of calomel and ten of cathartio 
extract, to be swallowed directly ; a dose of 
house physic two hours after, and this 
draught thrice a day :— 

Sulphate of quina, gr. j- 
Infusion of roses, one ounce. Mix, 

Fomentations to the leg. Spoon diet. 


2. Passed a restless night ; bowels well 
open; fever abated. Venesection to 12 oz. 
Discontinue the quina. Three grains of 
calomel, and a grain of opium, every night. 
A purge to be taken occasionally. 

3. The bowels freely acted upon by the 
aperients. Pulse 100, small and feeble ; 
has an oppressive sense of debility. The 
erysipelas of a deeper colour, and extend- 
ing up the thigh. Mr. Bond ordered sago 
and wine. 

4. Dr. Roe countermanded the sago and 
wine. Fifteen leeches to the inside of the 
thigh ; fomentations, and this mixture : 

Epsom salts, three drachms ; 

Tartrute of antimony, one grain ; 

Tartrate of potass, one drachm ; 

Water, eight ounces. Mix, One ounce 
thrice a day. 


8. Sloughing has commenced above the 
ancle, extending about four inches upwards. 
Bowels open ; pulse 80, small, irregular. 
Fomentations. Mr. Bond gave sago, and 
four ounces of port wine. 
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10, Countenance flushed ; skin hot and 

; tomgue covered with a brown fur; 
and small. Dr. Roe ordered 

the wine to be discontinued. Fifteen leeches 
3 poultice of linseed meal and 

grains of the inspissated juice 


of hemlock ight. 

12. The slough iicques, leaving @ 
‘lean granulating surface. Copious puru- 
lent discharge. An abscess formed on the 

the biceps of the right arm. 

16. The erysipelas has affected the other 
yh ener ar abscesses have formed in 

i t parts of the body ; prostration of 
strength. 

18. Sloughy spots of about an inch in 
diameter have formed on both legs. Pulse 
90, feeble; tongue clean ; appetite good ; 
bowels free; pain and swelling in the left 
knee-joint. Low diet. 

19. Had a sleepless night. Pulse rapid 
and feeble ; countenance pallid and anxious ; 
profuse discharge of pus from both legs, and 
the arm. Low diet! 

22. Much reduced in strength, and ema- 
ciated. Ordered wine and sago, by Mr. 
Bond, the Apothecary. 

23. The patient has all along continued 
taking his soline and antimonial mixture. 
Dr. Roe countermands the stimulants given 
yesterday. ‘ ‘ 

30. Daily reduced in strength ; appetite 
lost; face hectic; tongue brown, dry ; 

Ise 80, tremulous and weak; sixteen 

, fomentations, and afterwards poul- 
tice to the knee. 

31. Twelve leeches, fomentations, and 
the following medicine. 

Wine of meadow saffron seeds, 3drachms ; 
Epsom salts, 3 drachms ; 
int water, Gounces. Miz. One 
ounce every four hours. 

Slough extending ; great discharge of pus. 

Evening. A dozen leeches to the knee. 
Low diet still! ! 

2 Jan. 1829. Patient exceedingly feeble ; 
feces Hippocratica ; tremor tendinum. Dr. 
Roe ordered him wine and porter, and nu- 
trient diet ! 

5. No favourable change in the general 
health ; slough appears disposed to separate ; 
suppuration lessened. 

7. Died this morning. Permission was 
not given to examine the body. Thus Deatu 
was the conqueror, though merely a looker- 
on. 


CRUSHED LEG—AMPUTATION. 


Moses Barnes, aged 49, broad-built, mus- 
cular, of sanguineous temperament, by oc- 
cupation a scavenger and dustman; was 
brought into Matthew Ward, ist December 
ultimo, at 11 a.m., with bis leg torn off. 
Early in the morning he lost his self-posses- 


sion from drioking ardent spirits, and hav- 
ing accidentally entangled himself in the 
traces of a dray-cart, the horses took fright, 
and the chain, which was coiled about his 
leg, completely broke it at the first motion 
of the horses. 

On admission, the wound was found to 
extend from the middle of the external belly 
of the gastrocnemius, as far down as within 
an inch of the external malleolus, No bleed- 
ing took place from the lacerated surface. 
The inebriety had abated. There was a 

uliar expression of acerbity and suspi- 
= in the countenance, a 7 sstenananel 
quickness of perception; and he stated, 
that he had a universal sense of pain through 
the body. Pulse 100, moderately full, irre- 
gular, and intermittent ; respiration hur- 
ried. 

Mr. White arrived at one o'clock, r. m. 
The man had become calmer; the features 
were more placid, and the pulse steadier. 
After consulting Mr. Guthrie and Mr. Hard- 
ing, Mr. White amputated the limb. The 
first incision was made four inches below 
the tuber tibie ; the flap was formed of the 
muscle of the calf; five arteries were taken 
up; and twelve ounces of blood were lost. 
In the evening, he complained of much 
pain, subsultus of the muscles. Pulse 126 ; 
tongue furred. He took the following 
draught at bedtime :-— 


Wine of ipecacuanha, 20 minims ; 
Spirit of Mindererus, 3 drachms ; 
Camphor julep, an ounce. Mix, 





Dec. 2. Passed a sleepless and restless 
‘night ; had a copious dejection. A drachm 
|of Epsom salts to be taken every three 
| hours in peppermint water. 

| Four vr. m. He is perfectly delirious ; 
countenance wan, and anxious ; lips quiver- 
ing; perception morbidly acute ; recognises 
|individuals ; but refuses every thing in the 
shape of food or beverage, which he declares 
|to be poison. “ A delusive image is thrust 
jupon the subjugated understanding, which 
|is incapable of resisting, because uncon- 
|scious of attack.” Respiration burried ; 
| frequent gaping; voice strong and sonorous ; 
pulse 130, excessively feeble ; tongue fur- 
|red and tremulous. 

Ordered to take generous diet and stimu- 
lants. 

Eight r. ua. Has not taken any refresh- 
ment. Still continues vigilant and suspi- 
cious ; pulse cannot be counted. Mr. White 
arrived at eight r.™., and continued with 
him till one in the morning. Brandy was 
forcibly conveyed into his stomach ; a large 
quantity of opium, both in solution and pill, 
was administered, with the greatest assi- 
— and perseverance, by Mr. White, bat 
ineffectually ; the symptoms progressively 
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became worse, and the man died at a quar- 
ter before two. 

The kindred of the patient did not allow 
an inspection of the body. 


TUMOUR OB 1HE BREAST. 


Professor Guthrie excised a tumour from 
the breast of Mary Bate, 10th December ; 
it was of a lobulated, fatty kind, and ex- 
tended from the left clavicle down to the 
lower edge of the 4th rib. The pacient, 
who is 45 years old, states that the tumour 
has been twenty-two years in growing to its 

nt magnitude, but thatit has not given 

r any pain till within the last mopth. A 
straight incision was made directly down- 

s, and the tumour dissected out. No 
arteries were ticd. 


HY DROCELE. 


John Murphy, zxtat. 29, stout, and of a 
hitious temperament, admitted December 10, 
’ with hydrocele of the right testicle. This 
had gradually accumulated to its existing 
bulk, during the five preceeding months. A 
year ago he was affected with lues venerea, 
and treated with mercury, both in pill and 
ungnent. The Professor determined him- 
self to undertake the operation, which he 
partially achieved 17th December. 

The man was brought forward before the 


TUMOUR.—HYDROCELE.—FRACTURED SKULL. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 
INCISED WOUND OF THR SCALP, WITH 
FRACTURE OF THE SKULL 

Dinnis Connet, mtat. 35, slightly made, 
was admitted into No. 17, Rahere’s (back) 
Ward, under the care of Mr. Lawrence, at 
half past one, October 13, While engaged 
in excavating, a stone fell bia head 
from a height of 25 feet. There is a wound 
in the scalp three inches in length, crossing 
portions of the parietal and frontal bones, 
and nearly in SS aera Aree oy a 
superior angle parie » No 
fenctare underneath the wound, but at 
about three-fourths of an inch from it along 
the frontal, near to ite union with the left 
parietal, a ra ter be distinctly —_ 
tained with the tT: no depression. The 
left eye is much injured. The accident 
occurred three quarters of en hour before 
admission. The patient has been sick, and 
vomited. He has walked from a coach at 
|the door, to bed. Some questions he an+ 
|swers rationally, others incoherently. Or- 
|dered the head to he shaved, the lips of the 
| wound to be brought together by adhesive 
'plaster, and a cold lotion kept over it, 
| Eighteen ounces of blood to be taken from 
'the arm, a dose of calomel and jalap imme- 








great chirurgical dignitary, who thrust out| diately, and house physic in @ few hours 


his sinister digits, and embraced the scro- | afterwards. 


tum. Having made the usual preparatory; 14. The bowels have been moved three 
incision, and shielded the stilette with his, times. The left eye is completely closed, 
dexter index, he pierced the “ vasty deep,” with a dark intumescence around both eyes. 
of the intumescence, and liberated four | Has felt much inclined to sleep, and slept 
ounces of peliucid serum, During these |® good deal during the night. Head rather 
proceedings the illustrious surgeon deliver- | painful ; pulse 64, tongue brown. VS. to 








ed the following Clinical Remarks :— 

* Ah, my man, I see you have been a 
very devil amongst the giris. The nurse 
has never seen, in all her practice, se mon- 
strous an appendage ; but never fear, lad, 
we'll soon bring it to its nat’ral size.— 
Egad, tho’, this is not a sound testicle. No, 
no ; we shall play the devil here if we in- 
ject. We'll tickle him up with a five-grain 
blue pill, night and morning, and scour his 
guts out with cherry brandy," and rest on 


our oarsa bit. You say you have been on! 


the Continent, eh! 
d——d incontinent.” 

A slight inflammation occurred sponta- 
neously in the testicle ; 
applied ; camphor was accidentally included 
in the first application, which led Mr. 
White to relate two caazes in which eamphor, 
applied to the scrotum, had affected the 
system deleteriously. The testicle is much 
larger than natural, but there is no fluid in 
the tunica vag iualis. 


* House purge. 


1 see you have been 


cold lotions were | 


| 10 ounces. 

15. The eye is somewhat better; com- 
| plains of more pain under the laceration. 
| Has passed a restless night, and answers 
| questions with difficulty and i 
|Fongue dry, skin hot, pulse quick, and 
‘hard. The bowels have been freely opened, 
The blead thet bas been taken away, mach 
‘inflamed. Take 14 ounces from the arm. 

16. Rather better; take away from 8 to 
'10 ounces of blood. 

17. Feels considerably better, and does not 
complain now of pain in the head. A iittle 
inflammation about the edges of the wound ; 
keep the bowels open with house physic. 

Nov. 8. Has continued to recover without 
any interruption, and is now leaving the 
Hospital perfectly cured, 

} 

FRACTURE OF THE STERNUM. 

| Joseph Morris, wtat. 45, a carman, and 
| healthy-looking man, admitted into Harley's 
Ward, under the care of Dir. Earle, at three 
o'clock, October 17, was knocked down by 
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a violent bléw on the chest, with the pole | the care of Mr. Lawrence, with a tamour 
of a hackney coach, in Bridge Street, Black-/ over the anterior and upper part of the 


friars. He was taken into a surgeon's, who 
bled him, gave him aperient medicine, and 
sent him to the hospital. There is fracture 
of the sternum, with depression of the up- 
per portion, and slight ew physema across 
the chest. He is in great pain. Twenty 
ounces of blood to be taken from the arm in 
the evening, and the rib belt to be applied. 

18, Has a restiess ni 
great difliculty in breathing. 
and quick; bowels much relaxed. Take 
10 grains of compound powder of ipecacu- 
anha immediately, and repeat it every six 
hours if necessary. 

19, Bowels quiet. Has passed a better 
night; breathing still difficult; expecto- 
rates much purulent matier; perspires 


freely; pulse feeble. Take three grains of | 


antimonial powder ia a pill, and five grains 
of the nitrate of potass, in a mixture, every 
four hours. 

26. Complains of much pain about the 


| nience. 
gt and has | round, it caused this leg to appear half an 
ulse feeble (inch thicker than the other. Subsequently 


fibula. The patient states, that it must be 


ten years since she first observed a small 
hard tumour proceeding, as she was in- 
duced to suppose, from the head of the 
fibula, and connected to it. It contioued 
in pretty much the same condition for five 
years, without giving any pain or inconve- 
Five years ago, when meosured 


she felt occasional pain in it, and chiefly at 
the changes of weather. Until last Septem- 
ber, it occasioned her no inconvenience ; 
she then felt it a little more stiff and pain- 
ful than usual ; the chief uneasiness was ex- 
perienced when kneeling. In October last, 
she walked from London to Hampstead and 
back, without feeling much pain. A month 
}ago, Mr. Lawrence saw the tumour at the 
patient’s home ; it was then much less than 
it is now, and so hard, as to cause him te 
doubt whether it was not exostosis, It is 





chest; breathing frequent, short, and dif-| now rather larger than the half of a pretty 
ficult; pulse 90, small, and hard ; tongue large lemon, apparently firmly connected 
white, but moist; bowels open. ‘Take |to the head and upper part of the fibala. 
away 10 ounces of blood, by cupping, from There is a degree of elasticity in some parts 
between the lers. Leave off the for- jof it; but, in all other parts, firm and hard, 
mer medicines, and take eight grains of the presenting to Mr. Lawrence's mind, 

nitrate of potass, and ten minims of the | decided symptoms of fungus hematodes. There 
tincture of digitalis in an ounce and a half of |is one gland in the groin, directly over the 


almond mixture every six hours. 


22. Expectoration still considerable. Has | 


a constant cough: psia not so violent in 
the chest ; pulse frequent and hard ; bowels 
relaxed. ‘Take 12% ounces of blood from be- 
tween the shoulders by i 

24. Has been relieved 





rene: 

by. the cupping, 
but continues to complain of pain in the 
chest. Every time he breathes, supposes 
he feels a portion of the sternum projecting 


There is now no irregula- 
The belt 


into the chest. 
rity ascertainable of the steraum. 
is still applied. 

22. Easier and better on the whole. The 
expectoration stil] purulent ; perspirations 
not so great; tongue white, but moist. No 
“ree ; continue the last medicine. 

ov.1. Breathes without pain, but can- 
not take adeep inspiration, The expecto- 
ration has almost ceased. 

21. Has continued to improve till within 
a day or two, when the pain in the chest re- 
turned im a slight degree; six ounces of 

were again taken away by cupping, 
and he is relieved by it. He went on for 
another weck doing well, and was then dis- 
charged. 


OPERATION—AMPUTATION OF THE RIGUT 
LEG. 

Julia Baker, wt. 37, a slender healthy 

women, admitted into Faith’s Ward, under 


| femoral artery, which appears to be slightly 
enlarged on each side. ‘Ihe pulse is quick, 
tongue clean, and the patient is altogether 
favourable for the operation, which Mr, 
Lawrence looks wpon as her only chance, 
He, however, requested that Messrs. Vin- 
cent and Earle should see the case. These 
gentlemen look upon the nature of the dis- 
ease as doubtful, and recommend that, at 
least, the tumour be punctured, that its in- 
ternal structure may be ascertained, before 
the limb is removed. Mr. Vincent suggest- 
ed, whether, if it were malignant, the cir- 
cumference of the tumour being very well 
marked, its removal, together with the 
upper part of the fibula, might not be suffi- 
cient. 

20. The patient having consented to the 
Operation, was this day brought into the 
operating theatre ; and a/ter puncturing the 
tumour, and finding it such as to call for the 
operation, Mr. Lawrence, assisted by Mr. 
Skey, performed the amputation at the lower 
| third of the thigh. Three minutes were 
joccupied in the removal, and ten in ti 
taking up of five vessels. The operation 
was neatly performed by the circular in- 
cision, but there seemed to have been a 
greater flap of the integuments made than 
| Was necessary. 

On examining the morbid parts, which 
|Mr. Lawrence did im the presence of Mr. 
| Earle and those around him, immediately 
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and penetrating its substance, Mr. Law- 
rence was induced to look upon it as an in- 
stance of osteo- sarcoma, and therefore the more 
favourable as to the future state of the pa- 
tient. 


In the course of the operation, Mr. Law- 
rence had to request one of the dressers, 
who had rudely taken his stand close to the 
patient with his hat on, to take it off. This 
reprimand gave general satisfaction. 


4 





TO THE READERS OF THE LANCET. 


Many complaints having reached us rela- 
tive to the irregular delivery of this work, 
we can only say, that if orders be transmit- 
ted to our office they shall be immediately 
placed in the hands of Newsmen for whose 
dispatch and punctuality we pledge our- 
selves. Tue Lancer may be in the pos- 
session of every Practitioner, within the 
Two-penny Post District, by r1cm7 o’cLock 


on SATURDAY MORNING. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The papers have been received from Man- 
chester. 

The writing, of the reply to Mr. Shute, 
is not legible. 

«« R.”” must wait a little ; the whole affair 
shall be exposed in due time. 

We have returned the papers received 
from Clapham Rise, to ‘‘ Mr. A.” 

The report mentioned by ‘“* Amicus,” is 
a groundless calumny. There is no action 
pending against Tne Lancer, nor against 
any person connected with it. ' 

The paper of “S. V. M.” cannot be in- 
serted. He must allow us to gratify our 
own taste, and also to conduct our own publi- 
cation in our own way. 

Mr. Churchill, of Park-street, Grosvenor 
square, has been elected surgeon to the 
Royal Infirmary for the Diseases of 
Children. 
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